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a  good  job  of  recognizing  this  trend  and  pleship,"  he  said.  "We've  left  some  things 
partnering  with  local  churches  to  provide  out  and  people  are  trying  to  fill  those  holes 
short-term  missions  opportunities  without  with  something  else/' 
losing  a  global  focus,  Stookey  said.  For  example,  Stookey  said  he  believes 

•  Tne  rise  of  the  Internet  and  desktop  pub-  Southern  Baptists  are  strong  in  Bible  study 
lishing,  which  has  created  an  "entrepreneur-  but  have  steered  clear  of  dealing  with  the 
ial  spirit"  in  some  churches  when  it  comes  to  Holy  Spirit  and  more  contemplative 
proaudng  Christian  resources.  It  has  the  aspects  of  discipleship. 

potential,  Stookey  said,  to  erode  support  or  "We're  seeing  a  recovery  of  this  in  recent 
use  of  denominational  publishing  houses.  years  with  resources  like  'Experiencing 

•  Seminaries  in  flux.  Denominational  God,"'  Stookey  said,  adding  CrossSeekers,  a 
conflicts  have  resulted  in  numerous  "small-  new  collegiate  discipleship  initiative  spon¬ 
sored  by  Southern  Baptists'  National  Student 
Ministry,  is  a  good  attempt  at  providing  bal¬ 
anced  biblical  instruction  and  accountability. 

Another  result  of  today's  postdenomina- 
tional  and  postmodern  world,  Stookey  said, 
is  a  loss  of  denominational  distinctives,  par¬ 
ticularly  among  younger  generations. 

"It  used  to  be  very  dear  what  separated  a 
Baptist  from  a  Methodist  or  Presbyterian  and 
so  on,  but  those  lines  have  been  blurred." 
Many  of  today's  young  people  have  no 

_  _ !i  Baptist  beliefs  as  priest- 

ie  believer,  autonomy  of  the  local 
church  or  believer's  baptism,  Stookey  said. 

"We've  dropped  the  ball  when  it  comes 
to  transmitting  our  Baptist  identity,"  he 
unlimited,  the  postmodern  mind  sees  added.  "We're  going  to  have  to  find  new 
limits,  Stookey  explained.  As  a  result,  post-  and  unique  ways  to  share  those  ideas." 

—  J - * - — -u - *-  In  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 

specifically,  many  churches  are  more  com- 
Authority  structures  are  mistrusted,  hold-  mitted  to  "sub-groups"  than  the  national 
'.1-Ljry  ideas  is  acceptable,  and  entity,  Stookey  said, 
lifted  up  as  a  virtue.  For  example,  some  churches  have  more 

itmodem  mind  is  very  accepting  allegiance  to  their  state  convention,  mega- 

__  r _ v,"  Stookey  said.  "'Spirituality^  is  churches  have  their  own  network  and  con- 

therbuzzwoid,  not 'religion.' Ana  any  religion  ferences,  and  other  congregations  form 
is  OK  as  long  as  it  speaks  to  your  spirit."  groups  around  worship  styles  such  as 

id  America  today  "seeker-sensitive"  or  "liturgical." 
consumer  religion"  Despite  all  this,  Stookey  believes 
where  people  "shop"  for  the  church  that  "denominations  will  remain  and  they  will 
meets  their  practical  remain  relevant.  For  a  denomination  to  be 
and  experiential,  not  the  most  relevant,  it  needs  to  be  able  to 
theological,  needs.  empower  local  churches. ...  and  the  church- 
"I  think  the  church  es  and  denominations  who  are  able  to  main- 
has  fostered  this  by  tain  allegiance  to  the  unchanging  gospel, 
not  providing  people  but  who  rind  unique  ways  to  transmit  it,  are 
with  balanced  disci-  the  ones  who  are  going  to  win  out." 
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part  of  Student  Week  V8  at  Glorieta  (N.M.)  er  niche"  schools.  Many  seminaries  are  seri- 
Conference  Center.  ously  evaluating  their  curriculum  and  train- 

"Postdenominationalism  doesn't  mean  ing  methods  needed  for  the  21st  century, 
denominations  are  going  to  die;  they're  So,  what's  causing  all  this? 
just  changing,"  Stookey  said.  "We're  talk-  In  addition  to  waning  denominational 
ing  about  a  transition.  The  question  we  loyalty,  Stookey  cited  "postmodernism" 
should  be  asking  is,  'What  are  they  going  and  "generational  challenges." 
to  look  like  (in  tne  21st  century)?"'  Discussing  postmodernism,  Stookey 

Stookey  said  he  doesn't  even  like  the  said:  "We're  in  a  time  frame  of  change 
term  "postdenominationalism,"  preferring  intellectually.  Since  the  Enlightenment  in 
"neodenominationalism"  as  a  more  accu-  the  1600s,  reason  and  rationality  have 
rate  description  of  today's  religious  world,  ruled  the  day  for  300  years.  We  were  all  knowledge  of  such 
"Denominations  are  under  radical  influenced  by  it,  but  now  we're  seeing  a  hood  of 
reconstruction  rig£it  now,"  he  added,  "and  transition  in  the  way  people  think." 
a  lot  of  times  we  aren't  even  aware  of  It."  Whereas  the  Enlightenment  affirmed 

He  cited  several  evidences  of  denomina-  the  idea  that  man's  capacity  for  knowledge 
tional  erosion,  such  as:  was 

•  Increasing  use  of  generic  church  names  T 

which  leave  out  denominational  affiliation,  modem  thinking  has  trouble  with  concepts 

•  Explosive  growth  of  para-church  like  absolute  truth  and  universal  identities, 
groups,  e.g  Promise  Keepers,  which  are  / 
attracting  time,  energy,  ana  resources  from  ing  contradictoi 
local  churches.  Many  of  these  groups  are  big  tolerance  is  lifte 
on  worship  and  service,  but  nave  minimal  "The 
theological  or  doctrinal  stances  so  they  can  of  plura 
appeal  to  a  wide  variety  of  denominations. 

•  A  shift  from  a  focus  on  long-term 
global  missions  investments  to  short-term  As  a  result,  Stookey  sail 
mission  projects  often  initiated  at  the  local  is  characterized  by  a  "< 
church  level.  Southern  Baptists  have  done 


CA  leader  recaps  questions 

GLORIETA,  N.M.  (BP)  —  Rod  Handley,  chief  operating  offi- 
r  for  the  Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes  in  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
rtiripates  in  a  weekly  accountability  group  of  Christian  men. 
One  of  the  keys  to  the  group's  success,  he  said,  is  a  list  of  10 
lestions  developed  ana  answered  each  week  by  members. 
ie  auestions: 

1)  Have  you  spent  daily  time  in  Scriptures  and  in  prayer? 

2)  Have  you  had  any  flirtatious  or  lustful  attitudes,  tempting 
oughts,  or  exposed  vourself  to  any  explicit  materials  that 
ould  not  glorify  God? 

3)  Have  you  been  completely  above  reproach  in  your  finan- 


What's  in  the 
Record 


previewed 


Southeastern  Seminary  in  Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  is  a  "very  troubled  campus 
and  divided  institution,"  according  to  a  report  filed  with  the  Association  of 
Theological  Schools  in  the  U.  S.  and  Canada.  The  association's  conclusion  will 
eventually  determine  the  Southern  Baptist  seminary's  accreditation  status. 


MBC  meetl 


Hemphill  visits  Miss 


The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  adopts  a  logo  for  use  by  any  organi¬ 
zation  desiring  to  indicate  their  relationship  to  the  nation's  largest 
Protestant  denomination.  The  logo  was  proposed  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Public  Relations  Advisory  Committee. 


FAITH  set  few  Southaven 


"That  Ye  May  Know  Him,"  is  the  theme  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Hour, 
the  first  denominational  statewide  radio  broadcast.  D.A.  McCall,  State 
Missions  Secretary,  will  open  the  broadcast  September  5,  and  W.  Douglas 
Hudgins  of  Grenada  will  be  the  speaker  for  the  month  of  September. 


Letters  tathe  editor 


The  human  side  of  record  offerings 


Indonesian  mission 
work. 

She 


zl  Editor's 
Notebook 


was  also 

Baptist  Convention  in  support  for  the  irtstrumental  in 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  for  preparing  the  In- 
Intemational  Missions  —  the  lifeblood  of  donesian  Baptist 
our  worldwide  missionary  effort  (Matt,  hymnal. 

28:18-20)  and  arguably  the  greatest  mis-  "  Hayes  moved  to 
sions  offering  in  modem  Christendom.  Bukittinggi  in  1971 
In  these  heady  days  of  pride  and  accom-  to  assist  in  opening 
plishment  following  that  news,  however,  Emmanuel  Baptist 
God  has  sent  us  a  poignant  reminder  (as  he  Hospital.  She  and 
often  does)  of  the  enormous  price  to  be  other  medical  mis- 
paid  for  following  the  Master  and  of  the  sionaries  were 
eternal  reward  to  faithfulness  to  his  call.  denied  permission 

I  Ruth  Everley  Hayes  died  in  to  practice  medi- 
Salisburv,  Md.,  on  Aug.  15  at  the  dne  and  the  project 
age  of  81,  having  retired  in  1983  had  to  be  closed  for 
after  35  years  of  missionary  service,  five  years. 

She  is  mostly  remembered  among  However, 
Southern  Baptists  as  the  nurse  who  Hayes  didn't  waste 
served  alongside  missionary  physi-  those  five  years, 
dan  Bill  Wallace  in  China,  where  he  She  developed 
was  martyred  after  the  communists  relationships  with 
came  to  power  in  that  country.  the  Indonesian  pe< 

Hayes,  herself  under  the  constant  pie  through  hi 
scrutiny  of  the  communists,  was  the  orchid-growin 
person  who  retrieved  Wallace's  bat-  hobby  and  taugl 


Everley  Hayes  (above, center  left)  poses  with 
the  1950  graduates  of  the  nursing  school  at  Stout 
Memorial  Hospital  in  Wuchow,  China.  Hayes 
(inset  photo)  served  35  years  as  an  Southern 
Baptist  international  missionary.  (BP  photos) 
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Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


—  one  of  whom  was 

instrumental  in  getting  government  Everley  Hayes  who  braved  —  and  continue 
approval  to  reopen  the  hospital  in  1975.  to  brave  —  dangers  we  will  never  know  in 
Hayes  and  her  medical  missionary  far-flung  parts  or  the  world  where  their  very 
cohorts  were  also  partly  responsible  for  the  location  rtas  to  be  a  well-guarded  secret, 
incredible  revival  in  Indonesia  that  result-  That's  the  human  side  of  record  offerings, 
ed  in  two  million  baptisms  and  a  quadru-  Moreover,  it  behooves  us  to  humble  our- 
pling  of  Baptist  congregations.  selves,  pray  constantly  for  our  missionaries. 

Such  is  the  remarkable  life  of  a  remark-  and  continue  our  legacy  of  sacrificial  giving, 
able  woman  in  service  to  our  Savior.  As  we  In  light  of  people  like  Everley  Hayes,  its 
rejoice  in  our  well-earned  reputation  as  the  the  very  least  we  can  do. 
perennial  leader  in  international  missions 

giving,  it  behooves  us  to  remember  the  Sources:  Baptist  Press  and  " Bill  Wallace  of 
thousands  of  God-called  missionaries  like  China,"  by  Jesse  C.  Fletcher. 
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ITMchard  Neuhaus'  article, 

XV" A  Number  of  Christian 
Groups...,"  notes  that  the  offi¬ 
cial  seal  of  Harvard  University 
shows  a  shield  on  which  vs 
inscribed  a  single  Latin  word 
"veritas." 

According  to  the  Harvard 
Veritas  Forum,  sponsored  by 
several  Christian  organizations, 
the  seal  originally  contained  the 
motto,  "Veritas  Christo  et 
Ecdesiae"  (truth  for  Christ  and 
the  church). 

It  also  inscribed  a  quotation 
from  John  8:31-32,  "And  Jesus 
said,  'If  you  hold  to  my  teaching, 
you  will  know  the  truth  and  the 
truth  will  set  you  free.'" 

There  are  three  books  on  the 
seal.  Originally,  two  of  them 
were  opened,  and  one  was 
turned  face  down  to  imply  that 
human  reason  had  limitations. 

Today's  seal  omits  any  refer¬ 
ence  to  Christ,  the  church,  or 
John  8.  It  still  depicts  three 
books,  but  now  all  three  of  them 
are  open,  suggesting  that  we  can 
know  everything. 

Neuhaus  concluded,  "Today, 
Harvard  proclaims  just  'ven- 
tas.'  Veritas  for  nothing,  which 
can  mean  veritas  for  anything, 
which  as  human  experience 
instructs  us,  can  turn  out  to  be 
the  death  of  veritas." 

Our  culture  is  a  record  of  what 
can  happen  when  we  attempt  to 
remove  the  truth  of  God  from  our 
educational  systems. 

If  there  is  no  God  then  truth  is 
relative  and  anything  goes.  Is  it 


Guest  Opinion: 

■  Baptist  colleges: 

seeking  truth,  church 

By  Rex  Yancey,  pastor 
First  Church,  Pascagoula 


They  are  not  perfect. 
However,  they  will  proclaim 
"Veritas  Christo  et  Ecclesiae," 
and  thev  will  imply  that  human 
reason  has  its  limitations. 

I  have  found  my  education 
to  be  strong  enough  to  support 
my  life  ana  ministry. 

I  shall  always  be  grateful  to 
Mississippi  Baptists  for  help¬ 
ing  me  to  receive  a  Christian 
education. 

Your  investment  in  me  so  far 
has  netted  a  33-year  ministry  in 
Mississippi.  I  hope  to  have 
many  more  years  of  ministry. 

Will  you  join  me  in  support¬ 
ing  our  administrators,  facul¬ 
ties,  and  colleges  as  they  pro¬ 
vide  the  next  generation  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  students 
with  a  Christian  education? 

You  can  start  by  pointing 
your  sons  and  daughters,  ana 
nigh  school  juniors  and  seniors 
in  your  church,  in  the  direction 
of  our  Baptist  colleges. 

Our  students  today  have 
many  options  when  they  con¬ 
sider  their  undergraduate  work. 

However,  for  a  Christian 
education  always  grounded  in 
truth  and  the  cnurch,  our 
Mississippi  Baptist  schools  will 
WCC  president,  always  be  tneir  very  best 
deserve  our  prayers  options. 

and  support.  .  . 

Your  children  Yancey  is  a  former  two-term 
ieserve  a  Christian  president  of  the  Mississippi 
lucation.  I  recommend  Baptist  Convention  and  is  cur- 
rout  reservation  all  rently  serving  as  chairman  of  the 
>ur  Mississippi  Baptist  Mississippi  Baptist  Education 
ns  of  higher  learning.  Commission. 
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any  wonder  what  is  happening  I  am  a  product  of  Mississippi 
in  our  society?  Baptist  schools.  My  wife  is  a  BMC 

I  did  not  receive  ,  graduate,  and  my  son  is 

that  kind  of  secular  /rT\  a  graduate  of  MC. 

education  at  Blue  I  have  served  on  the 

Mountain  College  BLUE  trustee  boards  at  two 

(BMC)  in  Blue  MOUNTAIN  of  our  institutions,  and 

Mountain.  The  ins  true-  COLLEGE  now  have  the  opportu- 

tors  for  mv  classes  kxjndfd  i gn  nitv  to  relate  to  all 
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Bettye  Coward,  Clinton; 

Vickie  Ford,  Olive  Branch; 
Larry  Gamer,  Jackson; 

Bill  Hardin,  Picayune; 

Gary  Richardson,  West  Point; 
Ernest  Sadler,  Pascagoula; 
Debbie  Sills,  secretary. 
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divorce  God  from  / 
life's  other  realities.  E 
As  a  special  student  * 
at  both  Mississippi 
College  (MC)  in  Clinton 
and  William  Carey  Collei 
(WCC)  in  Hattiesburg,  I 
the  same  commitment. 
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RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  say  now  is  beyond  the  reach  of  Approximately  70  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  terrorism.  Still,  nowhere  are  we  computer-  and  radar-guided 
living  in  tense  areas  of  Africa  going  to  say  let's  shut  down  the  missiles,  launched  from  U.S. 
and  Asia  were  responding  to  work,"  he  added. 

U.S.  State  Department  warn-  Personnel  in  some  areas 
ings  Aug.  20  to  stay  off  the  where  the  strikes  had  intensi- 

streets  and  out  of  sight.  fied  anti-American  sentiment  terrorist  training  cam 

The  warnings  came  as  anti-  gathered  in  emergency  meet-  / 

American  sentiment  rose  in  mgs  Aug.  21  to  consider  future  ing  pi 

response  to  U.S.  cruise  missiles  ministry  options  and  discuss  official 
strikes  against  suspected  terror-  temporarily  leaving  their  posts,  key  ini 
ist  operations  in  Sudan  and  said  Kenn  Shirley,  the  board's  ture  of  nerve  gas. 

Afghanistan.  Richmond-based;  associate  "What  I  think  is  very  impor- 

Extremist  Muslims  were  regional  leader  for  Central  and  tant  for  the  American  people  to 

warning  of  retaliatory  attacks  Southern  Asia.  understand  is  that  there  may,  in 

against  Americans.  "They  are  evaluating  the  sit-  fact,  be  retaliatory  actions," 

The  Southern  Baptist  uation  to  see  where  the  Lord  is  Albright  said.  "We  are  very 
International  Mission  Board  leading  and  to  decide  what  to  concerned  about  that." 

(IMB),  which  maintains  some  do  as  a  group,  as  well  as  indi-  The  independent  agency 
4,400  Southern  Baptist  person-  viduals,  he  said.  Crisis  Consulting  International 

nel  in  126  countries  worldwide,  IMB  officials  declined  to  (CCI)  issued  an  advisory  Aug. 

issued  a  worldwide  alert  to  comment  on  where  these  per-  21  warning  missionaries  of  pos- 

each  of  its  14  regional  offices  sonnel  wer®  located  specifically,  sible  "rage- and  fervor-inr  ' 
Aug.  21.  U.S.  President  Bill  Clinton  retaliatory  attacks  on  loci 

'This  is  a  very  dangerous  said  he  ordered  the  missile  gets  of  convenience,"  cj 
and  crucial  time  for  all  of  our  strikes  to  prevent  terrorism  U.S.  citizens  on  streets, 
people  around  the  world,"  said  promised  as  a  follow-up  to  the  The  agency  also  cautioned 
Sam  James,  the  board's  vice  Aug.  7  bombings  of  U.S.  mission  agencies  to  take  the 
president  for  creative  leader-  embassies  in  Nairobi,  Kenya,  embassy  bombings  as  proof  of  a 
ship.  "What  we  want  is  for  all  and  Dar  es  Salaam,  Tanzania.  threat  to  "soft  targets'  far  away 
our  missionaries  to  know  that  U.S.  Secretary  of  State  from  bases  of  terrorist  activity, 

for  the  foreseeable  future  no  Madeleine  Albrignt  called  the  "...  Further  retaliatory  acts 
American  anywhere  in  the  attacks  acts  of  self-defense.  "I  could  occur  literally  anywhere 
world  is  safe.  don't  think  we  had  a  choice,"  in  the  world,"  CCI  said.  "The 

"There's  no  country  we  can  she  said.  "These  people  hit  us."  network  of  organizations  and 


fanatics  most  likely  to  engage 
in  further  acts  can  be  found 
quite  literally  in  almost  every 
ships  and  at  least  one  subma-  part  of  the  world." 
rine  in  the  Arabian  Sea  and  the  In  an  electronic  advisory  to 
Red  Sea,  demolished  an  alleged  regional  offices,  Bill  Casmon, 

IMB's  consultant  for  crisis  man- 
Afghanistan  and  a" manufactur-  agement,  asked  the  agency's 
*  it  in  Sudan  that  U.S.  personnel  to  take  this  danger 
haVe  said  produced  a  *'very  seriously." 
edient  for  the  manfac-  He  encouraged  them  to 

review  crisis-management  plans, 
which  include  contingencies 
related  to  evacuation,  hostage¬ 
taking,  and  home  security. 

Cashion  asked  Southern 
Baptists  to  pray  that  missionar¬ 
ies  would  know  how  to  be  alert 
to  possible  dangerous  situa¬ 
tions  and  not  put  themselves 
into  unnecessary  risk. 

At  the  same  time,  he  asked 
inspired  for  prayer  that  they  would  pos- 
:al  tar-  sess  a  calmness  of  spirit  and 
such  as  boldness  to  seize  ministry 
opportunities  to  live  and  speak 
a  witness  for  Jesus  Christ. 
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treasurer  Jim  Futral  will  be  in  charge  of  the 
Tuesday  evening  presentation. 

Other  featured  speakers  will  be  Jack 
of  the-  -Graham,  pastor  of  Prestonwood  Church, 
Dallas,  who  will  speak  at  11:15  a.m.  on  Oct. 
27;  and  David  Jeremiah,  pastor  o^Shadow 
Mountain  Community  C 
Calif.,  and  speaker  for  ' 
radio  program. 

Each  year  a  Bible 
scholar  is  invited  to  lead 
in  a  series  of  three  devo- 
tionals  called  Bible 
Treasures. 

This  year's  Bible 
Treasure  speaker  will  be 
Bill  Tolar,  distinguished 
professor  of  biblical  back¬ 
grounds  and  special  con¬ 
sultant  to  the  president. 

Southwestern  Seminary, 

Fort  Worth. 

Tolar  will  speak  on  the 
morning  ana  afternoon 
of  Oct.  27,  and  on  the 
morning  of  Oct.  28. 

Music  features  of  the 
convention  include  the 
sanctuary  choir  and 
orchestra  of  Temple 
Church,  Hattiesburg; 

Boyd  Tweedy,  minister  of 
music  at  Calvary  Church, 

Petal  and  director  of  Cross 
Country  Christian 

Entertainment;  Myma  Loy 
Hedgepeth  of  Jackson, 
music  evangelist;  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  choir  of  Colonial 
Heights  Church,  Jackson; 

Ronnie  Cottingham  of 
Lucedale,  music  evange¬ 
list;  the  Mississippi 
Singing  Churchmen;  the 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

MBCB  Communications  director 


The  163rd  annual*  session 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  will  take 
place  Oct.  27-28,  at  First  Church,  Jackson, 
with  the  theme  "Grow  in  Spiritual  Power," 
according  to  Forrest  Sheffield  of  Tupelo, 
chairman  of  the  conven- 
tion's  order  of  business 
committee. 

"We  have  some  very 
wonderful  exciting  and 
gifted  speakers  enlisted 
who  will  be  spread  over 
the  convention  time  who 
will  provide  lots  oflgl  ^ 
encouragement  and 
good  strong  Bible 
preaching,"  Sheffield 
said.  , 

Regular  features  of  the 
convention  include  the 
president's  address,  the^^H 
convention  sermon,  and 
a  report  from  the  execu-^B 
tive  director-treasurer  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  B* 

Convention  Board 

(MBCB). 

Dean  Register,  pastor  ^^Bj 
of  Temple  Church, 

Hattiesburg,  will  deliver 

the  president's  address _ 

at  10:25  a.m.  on  Oct.  27. 

Register  is  eligible  for 
a  second  one-year  temv^B^ 
as  president  of  the  con-^B 
vention.  H*1 

Richard  Powell,  pas- Bp 
tor  of  Colonial  Heights 
Church,  Jackson,  will^^B 
deliver  the  convention  ^^B 
sermon  at  4:15  p.m.  on  m 
Oct.  28.  Chuck  Pourciau, 

Eastor  of  First  Church, 
ouisville,  is  alternate  preacher. 

Newly -elected  MBCB  executive  director- 


MBC  housing  announced 


Listed  below  are  room  rates  of  some  of  the  motels  easily  accessible  to  doiontoum 
Jackson  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Comvntion  (prices  do  not  include  tax).  Please 
mention  that  you  will  be  attending  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  when 
making  reservations. 

Cabot  Lodge  $69.00  flat  rate  for  up  to  4  people 

1-55  at  County  Line  Rd.  king-size  or  2  double  beds 

120  Dyess  Ra.,  Ridgeland,  MS  39157 
(601  >  957-0757 


Cabot  Lodge-Millsaps  $66.00 

State  St.  at  Woodrow  Wilson  $70.00 

2375  North  State,  Jackson  (includes  o 

(601)  948-8650  or  1-800-874-4737 

Coliseum  Ramada  Inn  $55.00 

1-55  North  (between  Pearl  &  High  St.  exits) 
Jackson  (601)  969-2141 

Comfort  Suites  $63.00 

6485  1-55  N,  Ridgeland 
(601)977-6111 

Edison  Walthall  $65.00 

225  E.  Capitol,  Jackson  $75.00 

(601)948-6161 


Graham 


Register 


flat  rate  -  single  or  double 


single 

double 


Jeremiah 


Powell 


i  &  Suites  $72.00  flat  rate  -  single  or  double 

it  Ave.,  Jackson  (includes  complimentary  breakfast) 


$65.00  2  king-size  beds 

(includes  complimentary  breakfast) 


1-55  and  High  St.,  Jackson 

(formerly  The  Wilson  Inn)  (601 )  948-4466 


$39.99  flat  rate  -  single 

$46.99  flat  rate  -  double 

(2nd  person  $5  in  single  room  -  $6  in 


Red  Roof  Inn  Coliseum 

1-55  and  High  Street 
(601)  969-5006 


Futral 


Hemphill  keynotes  worship  conference 

By  Joylin  Davis 


Don't  do  God's  business  in  your  own  church  should  be  live  whenever  possible, 
ability.  Be  aware  of  the  supernatural  and  that  people  should  be  allowed  to  offer 
power  of  God."  their  gifts  even  if  those  are  not  perfect. 

♦  Sense  passion,  not  program.  "Let  people  see  a  kid  saw  on  a  fiddle 

"Passion  ignites.  Nehemiah  was  willing  string  or  crack  notes  on  a  trumpet.  Great 

to  bear  the  burden  for  the  lost."  things  will  start  to  happen  when  we  are 

♦  Cast  a  vision.  "Vision  focuses  passion."  faithful  to  use  what  the  Lord  gives,"  he 

♦  Develop  a  strategy  to  accomplish  the  said. 

•astors,  music  ministers,  vision.  "Vision  without  a  plan  is  wishful  On  the  issue  of  choruses  versus  hymns, 
ip  leaders  Aug.  14  at  the  thinking."  _  y-  Harlan  pointed  put  that  it  is  possible  to 

in  Jackson.  ♦  Make  the  vision  God  has  revealed  to  you  incoroorate  both  into  effective  worship, 

long  with  Beniamin  the  vision  of  the  people.  "We  live  in  an  'and'  world,  not  an 

f  the  school  of  church  "Move  away  from  an  us/them  mentali-  'either/or'  world.  Find  new  frames  to  make 
S,  were  leaders  at  the  ty.  Nehemiah  loved  and  served  the  people  us  look  differently  at  the  same  old  picture," 
conference  sponsored  by  and  led  his  people  to  Join  him."  he  said  from  the  piano  bench  as  he  segued 

am  of  the  Mississippi  ♦  Endure  and  make  it  happen.  into  a  decidedly  90's-style  interpretation  of 

on  Board  (MBCB).  "No  matter  how  great  is  the  dream,  the  classic  hymn,  "Holy,  Holy,  Holy." 

e  of  worship  is  not  the  someone  won't  like  it  and  will  tell  you  Hemphill  noted  that  change  should  take 
sr,  but  God,"  continued  about  it.  Anticipate  and  respond  to  criti-  place  slowly  and  lovingly, 
we  must  prepare  our-  cism,  but  don't  come  away  from  the  work  "We  should  be  prepared  to  hear  God  in 
jrship.  to  negotiate  pettiness."  different  ways,  but  remember  (the  present 

ss  will  help  reach  a  lost  ♦  Lead  the  people  in  celebration  and  worship ,  style  of  worship)  is  how  many  people  first 
lid  be  willing  to  do  it.  of  the  great  and  awesome  God.  encountered  a  holy  God.  Don't  trample  it," 

ttire  can  affect  your  men-  Harlan  asserted  that  there  are  two  mis-  he  warned. 

conceptions  today  about  music:  all  great  "Use  church  leaders  to  initiate  change," 

and  let  that  change  "come  smoothly  and 
naturally  into  the  context  of  the  service," 
Hemphill  added. 

Hemphill  also  pointed  out  that  few 
believers  have  been  taught  the  true  mean¬ 
ing  of  worship. 

"Preach,  teach,  and  lead  people  to 
understand  worship.  Worship  is  to  be  at 
the  heart  of  everything  we  do  in  the 
church. 

"Our  goal  should  never  be  to  change  a 
church,  but  to  lead  that  church  to  obedi¬ 
ence  in  worship,"  he  said. 

The  date  for  the  1999  worship  confer¬ 
ence  is  Aug.  13. 

For  more  information,  contact  the 
MBCB  Church  Music  Department,  P.  O. 
Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  968-3800  or  toll-free  out¬ 
side  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 


rout/Design  Specialist 


Hemphill 


found  in  the  Old  Testament  book 
of  Nehemiah: 

♦  Point  the  people  to  God. 
"People  are  dying  to  see  the 
work  of  the  hand  of  the  Lord. 


Harlan 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  Your  Quick 
So  your  Sunday  School  teacher  Pronouncing  Bil 
calls  on  you  to  read  a  few  vers-  W.  Murray  Seve 
es  aloud.  No  problem!  The  book  and 

You  turn  confidently  in  your  CD-ROM  indud 
contemporary  translation  to  ations  of  more  tbi 
Judges  10.  Suddenly,  the  When  prepar 
request  that  seemed  so  easy  a  mon,  a  lectun 
moment  ago  looks  impossible.  Sunday  School  1 
Every  other  word  looks  like  son,  persons  ca: 
a  foreign  language.  look  up  words 

There's  Abimelech,  Issachar,  from  the 
Tola,  Puah,  Dodo,  Shamir,  alphabetized 
Ephraim,  Jair  and  Gilead  —  and  listing  and 
that's  only  through  verse  three,  find  them 
Do  you  stumble  through  it,  spelled  pho- 
making  up  pronunciations  the  netically. 
best  you  can?  Make  a  joke  and  Using  the 
use  '’duh"  for  every  word  you  CD-ROM,  the) 
don't  have  a  clue  about?  Claim  can  type  in  th 
that  your  Bible  doesn't  have  the  word,  see  the  ph 
Book  of  Judges  and  someone  netic  spelling  . 
else  will  have  to  do  the  reading?  hear  it  pronou 
This  fictional  character  could  aloud, 
represent  all  Sunday  School  Severance,  a  I 
teachers,  members,  preachers,  retiree  and  1 
or  professors  who  have  found  audiovisuals 
themselves  in  the  position  of  said  he  got  the  i 
needing  to  pronounce  aloud  first  edition  of  tl 
from  tne  Bible  that  which  Bible  scholar 
appears  unpronounceable.  employee  stopp 

Broadman  &  Holman  one  day  several 
Publishers,  a  division  of  He  was  alx 


Guide  to  and  other  lecturers,  realized  the  problem  o 

Names"  by  that  a  successful  presentation  nunciation,  St 

ice.  depends  as  much  on  how  mate-  ing  that  somt 

rcompanying  rials  are  presented  as  on  what  is  different  spell 
he  pronunci-  said,"  Severance  wrote  in  his  That's  Eas 
7,000  words,  book's  introduction.  includes  wc 

>  a  ser-  "After  I  offered  my  from  the  Bib 

or  opinion,  it  dawned  names  of  Bibl 

on  me  that  if  an  dreds  of  nami 

educator  of  his  biblical  arc! 

stature  need-  lakes,  and  riv 

ed  help,  what  Bible  referenc 

Severance 

Lhe  origi-  he 

He 

s ’ 't  °f  Severance's  guide,  not  the 

was  re-  While  the 
leased  in  class  member 

expand-  neously  to 

ed 

lowed  by  the  passage,  a  sa 

>Wiay  CD-ROM  thetic)  Sunda 

gtime  version  in  could  plan  ah 

oducer,  1997.  difficult  pron 

a  for  the  Severance  acknowl-  board  for  th 

book  when  a  edges  that  the  message  of  the  class  member 
md  fellow  Bible  is  more  important  than  For  the  rt 
by  his  office  how  the  words  are  pronounced,  from  Judges 
irs  ago.  However,  he  emphasizes,  nounced, 

to  tape  a  "mispronunciation  of  any  word  Severance,  as: 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of  Sunday  School  lesson  for  radio  always  affects  the  listener's  uh  BIM  uh 
the  Southern  Baptist  and  inquired  about  the  pronun-  continuity  of  thought."  TOH  luh-  PYC 

Convention,  released  in  1997  ciation  of  an  obscure  Bible  name.  The  variety  of  Bible  transla-  SHAY  muhr; 
"That's  Easy  for  You  to  Say:  "He,  like  preachers,  teachers,  tions  in  use  today  compounds  uhr;  and  GIL 
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E.  Harold  of  elementary  education.  |  |  >; 
Fisher  West  has  35  years  expe- ■ 
assumed  the  nence  as  a  public  school  p  -v, 

presidency  at  teacher  and  has  wonlft  ®  ' 

Tyler's  death  numerous  teaching  1^  ' 

in  1965  and  awards,  according  to  fcyi-  - 

continues  to  Washburn.  She  holds  an 

provide  lead-  undergraduate  degree  ‘ 

ership  today.  from  Millsaps  College  in 

Two  major  Jackson  and  the  education  specialist  degree 
renovations  from  the  University  of  Mississippi  in  Oxford, 
projects  have  Also  joining  the  faculty  is  Harold  E. 
been  under-  Arnold  as  the  head  of  the  department  of 
way  for  many  psychology. 

months,  A  native  of  Florida,  Arnold  has  a  Ph.D. 
Washburn  in  educational  psychology  from  the 
pointed  out.  University  of  Mississippi  ana  has  served  as 
Come  a  bivocational  pastor,  Washburn  said. 
October,  for  Washburn  indicated  that  the  faculty  and 
the  first  time  staff  of  BMC  are  anticipating  another 
since  1990,  strong  Fall  enrollment  —  after  the  previous 
upper  class-  year's  record  of  over  480  students, 
men  will  be  "Last  year,  our  elementary  education 
living  in  program  and  Bible  program  showed  the 
Whitfield  largest  increases,"  he  said. 

Dorm.  In  Washburn  attributed  the  growth  in 
addition,  the  enrollment  to  the  dedication  and  high 
Modena  quality  of  the  faculty  at  BMC. 

Lowrey  Berry  For  more  information  on  BMC  academ- 
Auditorium  ic  programs,  contact  the  school  at  Blue 
in  the  Mountain  College,  Blue  Mountain,  MS 

Lawrence  38610.  Telephone:  (601)  685-4771. 


WELCOME  —  Academic 
Dean  William  Washburn 
(right)  welcomes  Ron  Norvell, 
a  first  time  student  at  Blue 
Mountain  College.  Norvell  is 
associate  pastor  for  youth  and 
children  at  West  Ripley 
Church,  Ripley.  Before 
answering  the  call  to  the  min¬ 
istry,  Nprvell  worked  for  the 
Dover  Elevator  Company. 
(Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 


consultation.  Doctors  performed  six  The  dowers  were  married  ft 
bypasses  during  heart  surgery  cm  years,  and  in  addition  to  his  wii 
Aug  20.  is  survived  by  four  children  ai 

Clower  rose  to  comedy  fame  in  number  of  grandchildren, 
the  late  1960s  and  early  1970s  dower  never  sought  to  cor 
while  living  in  Yazoo  City  and  sell-  his  Christianity.  "I  am  convii 
ing  fertilizer  for  the  late  Owen  that  there  is  only  one  place  w 
Cooper  —  Mississippi  Chemical  there  is  no  laughter,  and  that's 
Company  founder  and  the  last  lay-  I  have  made  arrangements  to 
man  to  serve  as  president  of  the  hell.  Praise  God  I  won't  ever  I 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  to  be  anywhere  that  there  ain 

dower,  a  devout  Christian  who  laughter,"  he  once  said. 


goal?  There  is  one  way,  and  all  the  first  cycle  this  Spring.  Lifeway  Christian  Resources, 

we  need  is  FAITH.  Over  100  new  FAITH  trainees  127  Ninth  Avenue,  North, 

We  need  faith  the  size  of  a  have  participated  in  the  fall  cycle  Nashville,  TN  37234;  or  call 
mustard  seed.  We  need  the  which  began  in  August.  Trinity  Church  in  Southaven,  at 

faith  of  Hebrews  11:1.  The  faith  Trinity  Church  will  host  a  (601)  349-3333. 
we  need  to  win  our  world  to  national  FAITH  Training  Clinic  Space  at  Trinity  Church's 
Christ  is  FAITH  Sunday  School  October  12-15  this  year.  October  seminar  is  limited. 

Evangelism.  Pastors  who  would  like  to  Enrollment  is  on  a  first  come. 

This  FAITH  will  teach  our  use  FAITH  Sunday  School  first  served  basis,  so  please  act 

>  Evangelism  in  their  churches  quickly  if  you  plan  to  attend  the 
effectively  share  their  faith  with  should  contact  Al  Riddley  at  Trinity  Church  seminar, 
their  unchurched  community. 

It  is  a  simple,  yet  powerful, 
tool.  It  is  a  new  joint  venture 
ir  job  of  between  the  LifeWay  Christian 
prizing  Resources  of  the  Southern 
^.hrist's  Baptist  Convention  and  the 
North  American  Mission  Board. 

It  is  our  best  hope  of  fulfill- 


Every  church  and  everypas- 
tor  has  heard  about  the  Great 
Commission  found  in  Matthew 
28:19-20. 

If  asked,  we  all  would  say  pastors  and  lay  leaders  how  to 

that  it  is  our  local  church's  — ** — *-■  "l - ‘k~-  — ;u~ 

responsibility  to  reach  the  lost 
of  its  community. 

However,  the  facts  show  that 
we  are  doing  a  very  pc 
winning  the  lost  ana  t 
them  in  obedience  to 
command. 

Over  the  past  15  years  the  It  is  our  best  hope  of  fulfill- 
total  baptisms  reported  by  our  ing  the  Great  Commission. 
40,000  Southern  Baptist  churches  What  is  FAITH?  It  is  a  16-week 

have  been  statistically  flatlined.  training  in  personal  evangelism. 

The  1996  Uniform  Church  It  is  an  acrostic  which  stands  for 
Letter  reports  showed  that  Forgiveness,  Available, 

over  10,000  churches  reported  Impossible,  Turn,  and  Heaven, 
no  baptisms  and  more  than  The  entire  outline  can  be  pre- 
13,000  reported  fewer  than  five  sented  in  about  six  minutes, 
baptisms.  The  median  church  making  this  the  simplest  of  all 
in  the  Southern  Baptist  the  formal  gospel  presenta- 
Convenrion  (SBC)  baptized  five  tions. 

people  in  1995.  The  outline  is  easy  to  learn, 

In  Mississippi  we  were  even  simple  to  present,  and  power- 
lower  than  the  SBC  with  a  ful  as  God  applies  it  to  the 
median  of  only  four  baptisms.  hearts  of  those  who  are  lost. 

What  has  gone  wrong?  Our  Trinity  Church  in  Southaven 
commission  is  to  win  souls,  our  was  selected  to  be  one  of  the  28 
purpose  is  to  win  souls,  and  "originator  churches"  to  pilot 
our  desire  is  to  win  souls.  this  new  personal  evangelism 

Our  new  SBC  president,  approach. 

Paige  Patterson,  has  challenged  Brett  Burleson,  Trinity 
us  to  baptize  1,000,000  people  Church's  minister  of  evange- 
in  the  year  2000.  lism,  and  I  trained  54  members 

How  will  we  ever  reach  this  of  Trinity  Church  in  FAITH  in 


A  new  edition  of  Vessels,  a  30-minute  video 
magazine  about  Mississippi  Baptists,  will  be 
available  Sept.  1  for  churches  and  associations, 
according  to  Farrell  Blankenship,  director  of  the 
Broadcast  Services  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


A  first-time  event  this  summer  at  Gulfshore 
Assembly  in  Pass  Christian  was  the  Older 
Children's  retreat,  held  in  July.  The  new  retreat 
was  so  popular  that  it  filled  up  shortly  after  reg¬ 
istration  opened  in  February. 

One  of  Mississippi's  best-kept  secrets  is 
—  the  All-State  Youth  Choir  and 

If  Orchestra,  videotaped  live  in 


ings,  prayer  meetings,  or  during  worship  services. 

For  more  information,  contact  Farrell 
Blankenship  at  the  MBCB  Broadcast  Services 
Department,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  Telephone:  (601)  968-3800,  or  toll-free  out¬ 
side  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 


Brotherhood  project  where  volunteers  from  all 
across  the  state  came  together  to  help  build  Old 
Rke  Road  Church  in  Madison  County. 


August  27, 1998 
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VBS  Results 


Baptist  College  News 


VINYL  SIDING  •  NEVER  PAINT  AGAIN 


PAY-less  Home  Improvements,  Inc.  •  Jackson 


New  Home  Church,  Fulton, 

will  hold  its  Fifth  Sunday 
Singing  on  Aug.  30.  Lunch  will 
be  served.  Singing  will  start  at  1 
p.m.  with  The  Master's 
Quartet,  Booneville.  Mike 
Bridges  is  pastor. 

Hopewell  Church,  Scott 
County,  recently  celebrated  its 
150th  anniversary.  Richard 
Ethridge  of  the  Mississippi 
Historical  Committee  present¬ 
ed  the  church  with  a  plaque. 
Mark  McDonald  is  pastor. 


Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton,  ladies  softball  team  has  won 
the  State  Baptist  Glass  AAA  Championship.  The  state  tournament  was 
recently  held  in  Jackson  with  churches  from  throughout  the  state  par¬ 
ticipating.  Pictured  (front  row,  from  left)  are  Mina  Darnell,  Lee  Ann 
Purnell,  Laura  Bivins,  Shannon  Boyd,  Beth  Ferris,  and  Sonny  Jones, 
coach;  (back  row)  Randy  Riley,  assistant  coach,  Dale  Dewett,  Becky 
Flowers,  Joan  Arledge,  Kim  Riley,  Jenny  Edwards,  Jennifer  Steele,  and 
Sharon  Staton.  Not  pictured  is  Chris  Purnell,  assistant  coach. 


Four  former  pastors  and  the 

current  pastor  of  Clarksdale 
Church,  North  Delta 
Association,  were  together  for 
the  centennial  celebration  on 
August  2.  Pictured  from  the  left 
are:  Carl  M.  White,  pastor  from 
1991  -  1996;  S.  M.  (Rocky) 
Henriques,  Jr.,  pastor  from 
1985  -  1990;  Lucius  Marion, 
pastor  from  1961  -  1984; 
Carman  Sharpe,  pastor  from- 
1954  -  1961;  Bruce  Willis,  cur¬ 
rent  pastor.  (BP  special  photo) 


Ryan  Culpepper 

received  his  license 
to  preach  on  July  19 
at  New  Hope 
Church,  Meridian. 
He  is  now  a  student 
at  Southwestern 
Seminary  (as  of  Aug. 
19)  to  begin  work  on 
his  degree  in  church 
planting.  Pictured 
with  Culpepper 
(right)  is  Randall 
Creel,  pastor. 


Cedar  Grove,  Columbia:  Aug.  McLaurin  Heights,  Pearl: 

30-Sept.  2;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  Aug.  30-Sept.  2;  Sunday,  11 
p.m.;  lunch  following  a.m.  ser-  •  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed., 
vice;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Sonny  11:30  a.m. (with  lunch  provid- 
Adkins,  director.  Evangelism  ed)  and  7  p.m.;  Curtis  L. 
Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Williams,  former  pastor, 
Convention  Board,  evangelist;  speaker;  W.  C.  Dobbs,  music;  J. 
Ronnie  Cottingham,  music;  Mike  Steve  Jackson,  pastor;  Eric 
Grenn,  pastor.  McNair,  minister  of  music;  for 

more  information  call  (601) 
Longview,  Starkville:  Aug.  939-3379. 

30-Sept.  2;  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  dinner  on  the  New  Home,  Fulton:  Sept, 
grounds,  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-  13-16;  Sunday,  regular  times; 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Mike  Alexander,  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Stanley 
McComb,  evangelist;  Archie  Huddleston,  Fafkner,  evange- 
Chesser,  Starkville,  music;  list;  Jejry  Brazile,  Fulton, 
Donald  Pouns,  pastor.  music;  Mike  Bridges,  pastor. 


Creel  and  Culpepper 


NOBTS 


Mt.  Moriah  (Lincoln):  June  attendance  was  96;  five  profes 
8-12  for  children  and  July  27-30  sions  of  faith;  Daruw  Moss,  pas- 
for  youth;  104  enrolled;  average  tor;  Susie  Rippy,  VBS  director. 


announces 

graduates 


Fairfield  Church,  Moselle,  ordained  three  deacons  on  Aug.  9. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Anthony  Hutchison,  Charles  Odom,  and 
Steve  Gill.  Ricky  Trull  is  pastor. 


Commencement  exercises 
were  held  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary  on  July  24. 
Graduates  with  Mississippi 
connections  are: 

Receiving  the  Master  of 
Divinity  degree  were  Riley 
Brown,  Jackson,  minister  of 
youth  and  activities  at  First 
Church  Eupora;  William  A. 
Hawks,  Bradenton,  Fla.,  mar¬ 
ried  to  the  former  Leigh  Ann 
Gordon  of  Houston;  Rex 
Terrell,  Orlando,  Fla.,  formerly 
from  Meadville;  Grant 
McElveen,  Bogalusa,  La.,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Antioch  Church, 
Florence;  Lawrence  Scott 
Hanberry,  Hattiesburg;  and 
John  Edward  Wren,  Tupelo. 
Terry  Joe  Edwards,  Amory, 
received  the  Associate  in 
Pastoral  Ministries  degree. 


The  Landscape  and  Wildlife  the  life  of  his  wife  Madelir 
Paintings  of  Joel  T.  Callahan  Callahan,  a  Meridian  gastroe 
will  be  featured  at  William  terologist,  suffered  second  ai 
Carey  College  in  the  Lucile  third  degree  bums  over  80% 
Parker  Gallery.  The  opening  his  body,  permanent  eye  dai 
reception  honoring  the  artist  age,  ana  leg  and  hip  fractun 
will  be  held  5-6:30  p.m.  After  recovering  at  Method 
Thursday,  Aug.  27.  This  exhibit  Rehabilitation  Center,  1 
can  be  viewed  during  the  regu-  returned  to  his  medical  practi 
lar  gallery  hours,  1-4  p.m.,  and  to  his  art  studio.  "I  enioyi 
Mon.-Fri.,  or  by  appointment,  painting  before  the  acciden 
(601)  582-6192.  Injured  in  an  air-  ne  said,  "But  after  the  accidei 
plane  crash  in.  1994  which  took  it  became  a  means  of  therapy. 


Country  Woods,  Jackson:  211  enrolled;  five  professions  of  faith; 
children  (pictured)  presented  a  musical  for  the  conclusion;  Kathy 
Rankin  and  Lisa  Smith,  directors. 


Exciting  Career  in  Christian  Retailing 

Excellent  salary  and  benefit  package  available.  Relocation  will  be  required  to 
one  of  over  70  bookstores.  Qualifications  include:  four-year  college 
degree  or  comparable  business  management  experience,  outstanding 
leadership,  computer  skills,  strong  vision  for  thejutu remand  an  active  role  in 

Send  resume  to: 

Retail  Store  Operations  Dept. 

Manacer  Training  Search 
127  Ninth  Avenue,  North 
MSN  165 

Nashville,  TN  37234-0165 
OR  FAX  TO  (615)  251-3622 


ROOM  ADDITIONS  -  NO  DOWN  PAYMENT  •  100%  FINANCING 
NEW  WINDOWS  Ql  IRQTAMTIAI  CAWIMOC  t,  i  Ae 
BATH*  DEN 
KITCHENS 
CARPORTS 
BAY  WINDOW 
ROOFING 


Baptist^ &*ook  Stores 
Lifeway  Christian  Stores 


SENIOR  CITIZENS  EXTRA  DISCOUNT 


owned  and  operated  by  LiteWay  Christian 
Resources  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
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Just  for  the  Record 


Precept  Ministries  Institute 
of  Training  for  students,  poten¬ 
tial  leaders,  or  current  leaders 
will  be  held  Oct.  1,  2,  and  3,  at 
First  Church,  Jackson.  The 
Institute  is  sponsored  by 
Precept  Ministries  of 
Chattanooga,  Term.  Founded  in 
1970  by  Jack  and  Kay  Arthur, 
Precept  Ministries  has  a  world¬ 
wide  reputation  for  accurate, 
in-depth  Bible  study  methods 
with  powerful  application  of 
biblical  principles.  Introduction 
to  Precept  Bible  Study  will  be 
held  from  7-9  p.m.  on  Sept.  29 
with  Johnny  Tatum,  leader. 
Registration  will  begin  at  8:30 
a.m.  on  Oct.  1.  If  interested  in 
attending  the  Precept  Ministries 
Institute  of  Training,  contact 
Jean  Greer  at  (601)  956-4706. 


FIRST  BAPflSJOUKI 

FUTURE  SITE  OF 

s  mviKarawioniS' 


First  Church,  Waynesboro,  held  ground  breaking  for  its  proposed 
multi-purpose  building  on  Aug.  11.  This  new  20,000  square  feet 
building  will  include  a  fellowship  hall,  a  kitchen,  a  recreational  gym 
and  game  room,  a  choir  practice  and  changing  area,  new  staff 
offices,  and  future  educational  space.  Attending  the  ground  break¬ 
ing  ceremony  were  DeJuan  Walley,  pastor;  Wayne  Meeks,  minister 
of  music;  Scott  Herrin,  minister  of  youth  and  activities;  building 
committee  members:  Bob  Joiner,  Frank  Johnston,  Robert  Knight,  and 
June  Stephenson;  Larry  Drennan,  foreman  of  James  Reeves 
Construction,  Laurel;  and  numerous  church  members. 


Wynndale  Church,  Terry, 

recently  held  an  Acteen  award 
ceremony  to  honor  five  young 
ladies  who  achieved  the  goal 
of  queen.  Pictured,  (back  row, 
from  left)  are  Carlee  Griffing; 
Judy  Griffing,  leader;  Amber 
Hartzog;  Taryn  Foshee; 
Shanna  Hartzog;  Kathleen 
Foshee,  leader;  and  (front  row) 
Genie  Ross. 


Pope  Church,  Pope,  will  cel-  Ransom  will  be  in  concert  at 
ebrate  the  completion  of  its  Louin  Church,  Louin,  Aug.  30 
remodeled  building  with  a  ded-  at  6  p.m.  The  group  is  com- 
ication  ceremony  on  Aug.  30.  posed  of  Hal  Gardner,  Michael 
There  will  be  a  morning  service  Roberts,  and  Mark  Upshaw,  all 
only.  Sunday  School  will  begin  of  Waynesboro.  Jason 
at  9:45  a.m.  and  worship  at  Graffagnino  is  pastor. 

10:45  a.m.  A  covered  dish  lunch 

will  be  served  in  fellowship  hall  Fall  Festival  will  be  held  at 
following  worship  services.  Flowood  Church,  Flowood, 
Jimmy  Bryant  is  pastor.  Sept.  19,  9  a.m.-4  p.m. 


Wynndale  Church,  Terry,  held  a  ground  breaking  ceremony  for  a 
20,000  square  foot  multi-purpose  building  in  March  1998.  This 
building  will  contain  Sunday  School  space,  commercial  kitchen, 
and  fellowship/activity/worship  space.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Senator  Richard  White,  Nelda  Moore,  Doris  Kemp,  Mike  Smith,  and 
Bill  Buck.  Other  members  not  pictured  are  Ronnie  Carmical,  John 
Green,  Deborah  Douglas,  Robert  Jordan,  Richard  Matthews,  Tom 
Scruggs.  Tock  Shelton,  Mike  Yates,  and  Tommy  Weathersby. 


tiladelphia  Church,  Etta,  their  time  at  Philadelphia 
rated  its  150th  anniversary  Church.  The  final  grand  celebra- 
ig  the  1997  church  year,  tion  was  held  in  October.  Special 
>r  the  leadership  of  Jerry  music  was  presented  by  One 
e,  pastor,  various  activities  Accord  and  Candy  Patterson.  Pat 
held  throughout  the  year.  Lamar,  mayor  of  the  city  of 
er  pastors  and  their  families  Oxford,  presented  a  proclama- 
invited  to  speak  concerning  tion  to  the  church.  Don  Stanfill, 

director  of  missions  for  Lafayette 

.  County,  presented  the  church 

I  with  a  plaque  on  behalf  of  the 


Bethel  Church,  Smith 
County,  has  called  Dave 
Morehead  a$  youth  director 
effective  July  16.  A  native  of 
Forest,  Morehead  is  a  senior  at 
Mississippi  College. 


New  Life  Church,  Leaf,  sent  eight  boys  and  their  leader  to 
Central  Hills  Retreat,  Kosciusko,  from  July  13-17.  Pictured  (front 
row,  from  left)  are  Trey  Pugh,  Dennis  Kittrell,  Bill  Breland,  Terry 
Cochran,  Andrew  Sellers,  Billy  Jack  Dickson,  and  Jon  McLendon; 
(back  row)  Scott  Sellers,  and  Walter  Sellers,  leader. 


l/egtatf (foodmax 


in  Concert 

Sunday 

Sept.  13,  1998 
7sOO  p.m. 

Morth  Oxford 
Baptist  Church 
Oxford,  MS 

Cost: 

$10.00  general  admission 

for  more  information 

Call  (601)  234-1 101 


A  group  of  46  people  from  Cleary  Church,  Florence,  children  to 

adults,  took  part  in  a  week-long  mission  trip  to  help  build  a  home, 
along  with  the  Cumberland  College  Mountain  Outreach  program,  in 
the  hills  of  eastern  Kentucky,  June  14-20.  Groups  have  been  going  to 
Williamsburg  for  the  last  14  years.  This  year,  the  women  and  chil¬ 
dren,  went  out  into  the  community  to  conduct  Vacation  Bible 
Schools,  while  the  men  built  the  home.  At  the  end  of  the  week,  the 
group  held  a  dedication  ceremony  and  presented  the  future  tenants 
with  a  Bible.  Mountain  Outreach  is  a  Cumberland  College  program, 
which  began  in  1982,  to  aid  needy  people  in  the  Appalachian  area. 


Acteens  of  Liberty  Church,  Union  Association,  recently  held  a 
mission  fair  for  the  GAs,  RAs,  and  Mission  Friends.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Wendy  Kidd,  Amanda  Barton,  Kellie  Pickens,  Jenny  Tate, 
Christy  Murrah,  Samantha  Huffstatler,  and  Emily  Fitzgerald.  Allie 
Scott  is  not  pictured. 
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Layman  gets 
missions  wish 


SIMPSONVILLE,  S.C.  (BP) 
—  Carman  Leroy  Cox,  a  15- 
year  veteran  of  short-term  mis¬ 
sion  trips,  told  his  friends  that 
he  wanted  to  die  on  the  mis¬ 
sion  field.  The  Baptist  layman 

Sot  his  wish  when  he  died  of  a 
eart  attack  July  10  while  in 
Bucharest  on  a  Romania  mis¬ 
sion  trip.  He  was  75. 

Cox,  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Simpsonville,  S.C., 
and  his  wife  of  50  years,  Mary 
Frances,  were  in  Romania 
with  a  team  of  19  volunteers. 
He  preached  his  last  sermon 
at  a  Baptist  church  in 
Cemavoda. 

Cox  was  active  in  home 
missions  as  well.  He  was 
instrumental  in  planting  and 
developing  mission  churches 
in  Missouri,  Illinois,  and 
Indiana.  He  and  his  wife  also 
helped  in  Baptist  Student 
Union  work  in  Kentucky, 
Missouri  and  Illinois. 


til 


Youth  group  of  Auburn  Church,  Tupelo,  recently  went  on  a  mis-  ^ 
sion  trip  to  Phenix  City,  Ala.  They  taught  Vacation  Bible  School  and  Baptist  Health  Systems'  Pastoral  Care  Program  recently  trained  10 
did  maintenance  work  on  Russell  Baptist  Center.  The  Center  helps  the  new  pastoral  care  specialists,  honoring  the  program's  graduates  in  a  sym- 
homeless  in  the  community  with  food,  shelter,  and  clothing.  Pictured  bolic  commissioning  ceremony.  Another  Pastoral  Care  Specialist  pro¬ 
gram  row,  from  left)  are  secretary  of  Russell  Baptist  Center,  Charlie  gram  is  scheduled  for  October.  For  more  information,  call  Barry  Click, 
Tucker,  Charlene  Davis,  and  missionary  from  Kentucky;  (second  row)  director,  at  (601 )  973-1 697.  The  graduates,  representing  ministers  from  a 
missionary  from  Kentucky,  April  Hicks,  Eric  Baker,  Teresa  Aired,  Lacv  variety  of  faiths,  (pictured,  from  left)  are  John  Tate,  Jackson;  Charles  Poole, 
Malone,  Donney  Pearce,  and  Billy  Kyle;  (third  row)  Donny  Ratliff,  Jackson;  Jerry  Talley,  Jackson;  Terry  Martinez,  Madison;  John  Huber,  Bay 
Terry  Ramey,  youth  minister,  Scott  Emison,  John  Mark  Webb,  Justin  Springs;  Howard  Tucker,  Richland;  Cliff  Shipp,  Jackson;  John  Pulley, 
Aired,  Kirk  Green,  and  Joyclyn  Carrell,  Russell  Baptist  Center  director.  Jackson;  Robert  Lucas,  Jackson;  Bruce  Taylor,  Jackson;  Tommy  May, 


Parkway  Church,  Hernando,  celebrated  the  first  of  its  three  phase 
building  project  with  a  special  ground  breaking  ceremony  following 
Sunday  morning  worship  service  on  Aug.  9.  The  first  phase,  which 
was  paid  in  full,  should  be  completed  by  Christmas.  Included  are 
Sunday  School  classrooms  and  rest  rooms.  Phase  two  will  feature  a 
kitchen,  fellowship  hall,  and  additional  classrooms.  The  third  phase 
will  be  the  construction  of  a  new  sanctuary. 


Acteens  from  Robinwood  Church,  Saucier,  attended  the  National 
Acteens  Convention  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  July  1  -4.  The  Acteens  were  among 
those  assigned  to  do  clean-up  work  in  the  inner  city  area  of  Louisville. 
Pictured  (front  row,  from  left)  are  Kim  GiHis,  apprentice  Acteens  leader; 
Paulette  Reed,  assistant  Acteens  leader;  Rachel  Allen,  missions  learning 
leader;  (back  row)  Deborah  Gilbert,  Acteens  director;  Annie  Gillis,  mis¬ 
sions  lifestyle  leader;  McBeth,  bus  driver;  Shelene  Ladner;  and  Michelle 
Worden,  missions  involvement  leader.  Robinwood  Church  has  just  com¬ 
pleted  its  first  year  of  the  Acteens  program  and  all  five  Acteens  had 
achieved  the  Queen  level  of  the  Acteens  StudiAct  program. 


FULL-TIME  MUSIC  AND  ACTIVI-  Responsible  for  working  with  chil- 
TIES  DIRECTOR.  Please  send  dren,  youth  and  adult  choirs.  Mail 
resumes  to  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  resume  to  36  Oloh  Church  Road, 
2878  Old  Highway  27,  Vicksburg,  Sumrall,  MS  39482  -  ATTN  Music 
MS  39180.  Telephone:  (601)  636-  Minister  Search  Committee. 

750T. _ _  BIVOCATIONAL  MINISTER  OF 

PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  MUSIC.  Send  resumes  to  Gunter 
AND  PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  Road  Baptist  Church,  110  Old 
YOUTH.  Send  resumes  to  Highway  49  S.  Richland,  MS  3921 8 

Providence  Baptist  Church,  262  or  call  932-41 34  or  939-2542. _ 

Zumbro  Road,  Cleveland,  MS  PART-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER. 

38732. _ _  Harmony  Baptist  Church.  Send 

PART-TIME  MUSIC  MINISTER:  resume  to  321  3  Ellisville,  Blvd.  Laurel, 
FBC-Oloh,  Sumrall,  MS.  MS  39440.  428-5197. 


AFFORDABLE  PRICES  CHAMPUS  SUPPLEMENT 


Medicare  Supplement 
Medicare  Disability  A 

Plus 

Final  Expense  &  w 
Major  Medical 


STEVENS  INSURANCE 
k  1-800-452-8279 


Plans  underwritten  by  National 
States  Insurance  Co.  Neither 
N.S.I.C.  nor  its  agents  are  affiliated 
with  the  federal  Medicare  program. 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertising.  Include  name,  address, 
WRITTEN  ADS  ACCEPTED. 


code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads.  ONLY 


PREACHER  &  MUSICIAN  IN  ONE:  THE  INTERSTATE  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION,  HAMMOND,  LOUISIANA  -  Woodland  FEE  FEE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  ST. 

For  revivals,  interims,  pastorates,  sup-  Portland,  Oregon  is  accepting  resumes  Park  Baptist  Church  in  need  of  a  Minister  of  LOUIS,  MO  prayerfully  seeks  your 
ply,  conferences,  etc.  Call  Dr.  Sammy  ).  for  the  position  of  Executive  Director.  Music  -  Full-time,  Part-time  or  Interim,  referral  for  a  Minister  of  Music.  Located 
McDonald  at  845-1792  or  write  102  Please  send  all  resumes  to:  Interstate  Send  resume  to  Woodland  Park  Baptist  in  north  suburban  St.  Louis  County,  we 
Moncure  Road,  Florence,  MS  39073.  Baptist  Association,  Attn:  Search  Church,  Attn:  Personnel  Committee,  PO  average  in  excess  of  700  in  two  morn- 
WEBPAGES  $29.95.  Free  Internet  Committee,  F*0  Box  19960,  Portland, 

Browser  Catalogue.  Webtractors,  PO  OR  97280-0960. 

Box  1172,  Louisville,  MS  39339.  BOBBY  SHURDEN  SINGING 
http://webtractors.hypermart.net/index/htrnL  That  Have  Touched  My  Heart" 

6  GOSPEL  MUSIC  CASSETTES  $24.95  available  on  cassette  and  CD  for  $10  and  Occasionally  for  sale:  quality  used  your  referral  to 
pluy  $3.95  S.H.,  PO  Box  1157,  $15  plus  $2.00  shipping  and  handling 

Florence,  MS  39073,  1-888-845-6226,  To  order,  send  payment  to  Bobby  (601)  948-3391 .  Since  1965 


ing  services,  over  500  in  Sunday 
School.  Fee  Fee  is  well  known  for 
"Songs  and  church  groups.  From  $59.95  per  strong  graded  choir  program  and  major 
is  now  day/  limited  free  miles/7  to  15-seat,  seasonal  productions.  Please  forward 

Minister  of  Music 

vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  lackson  Search  Committee,  Fee  Fee  Baptist 

_  _  Church,  11330  St.  Charles  Rock  Road, 

www.hobrecords.com.  Shurden  Ministries,  96  Chester  Brown  PARADISE  LANES:  Mississippi's  only  Bridgeton,  MO  63044. 

CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories,  pulpit/  Rd,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39401,  call  smoke  and  alcohol  free  Bowling  SECRETARY/RECEPTIONIST,  MS  office 

judicial  robes,  paraments.  MURPHY  (601)  584-6822,  or  E-mail  to  shur-  Center.  Call  about  Lock-in,  group  rates,  97,  Publisher/newsletter  skills.  8:30  - 

Hear  songs  like  fund  raisers,  and  leagues.  Located  at  4:30  M-F,  Call  Shirley,  Church  of  God, 

Sweet  Beulah  Land,  Midnight  Cry,  He  820  Cooper  Road,  lackson,  MS  (601)  372-2714. 

372-7700.  SEEKING  FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries,  CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  windows  for  MUSIC  &  YOUTH.  Housing  provided. 

and  homes.  Stained  Send  resume  to  Immanuel  Baptist  Church, 

Glassworks,  Inc.  1-800-605-2970.  701  W.  Pine  St.  Warren,  AR  71671. 


ROBES/Mac's  Robes,  Charles  den@christcom.net 
McGlocklin,  Authorized  Dealer. 

Statewide  1  -800-898-MACS.  is  Messiah,  and  others 

YOUTH  OUTINGS?  Paintball 
games!  Other  functions!  Curry  Creek  steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  churches 
Outdoors.  (601)  722-9000.  ALA.  1-800-830-0583 
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Homecomings 


TEACH  BY  EXAMPLE 


To  God  be  all  the  glory!  far  from  orthodox  doctrine.  JIBC  is  an  English-speaking 

"If  we  confess  our  sins,  he  is  As  cases  in  point,  he  cites  the  congregation  composed  of  peo- 
faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our  ecumenism  of  the  Southern  pie  of  all  nationalities. 

Land  of  the  sins,  and  to  cleanse  us  from  all  Baptist  Convention  with  such  The  paid  staff  consists  of  the 

>f  the  Brave,  unrighteousness."  (1  John  1:9).  groups  as  Roman  Catholics,  pastor/elder  position,  a  bilin- 

jimiu  b°S'  “Is  anything  too  hard  for  the  Promise  Keepers,  Pentecostals,  gual  Indonesian  secretary,  a 
dlv  threat.  Lord?  . . .  "(Gen.  18:14).  and  Charismatics.  bilingual  Indonesian  accoun- 

W,  premed-  "Ah  Lord  God!  behold,  Roman  Catholicism  is  a  sys-  tant,  and  beginning  in 

four  school-  thou  hast  made  the  heaven  tern  of  religious  worship  espe-  December  of  1998,  a  music/ 

ectant  teacher  and  the.  earth  by  the  great  dally  with  reference  to  its  ntes  youth  minister  as  well. 

:d  11  and  13,  power  and  stretched  out  arm,  and  ceremonies,  and  it  is  con-  At  this  point,  we  ask  that 
24  outside  a  and  there  is  nothing  too  hard  sidered  to  be  a  false  religious  interested  parties  submit  only 
ro.  Ark.  for  thee."  (Jer.  32:17).  system  by  some.  resumes  either  via  fax  or  the 

a  14-year-old  "Behold,  I  am  the  Lord,  the  No  BiSle-believing  Christian  Internet: 

illed  a  male  God  of  all  flesh:  is  there  anything  has  any  business  getting  entan-  Fax:  (62-21)  724-6268 
unded  three  too  hard  for  me?"  (Jer.  32:27).  gled  religiously  or  politically  E-mail:<weemsjkt- 
ool  dance  in  Joan  Myers  with  Roman  Catholicism.  @rad.net.id>  or:  cmuck- 

dly,  there  are  Hattiesburg  It  appears  that  the  last  act  of  manl@rad.net.id> 

apostasy  is  now  taking  place.  It  Philip  Weems 

must  nip  in  is  the  result  of  the  Pentecostal-  Pastor  Search  Comm.  Chair 

future  killings  LAST  ACT  OF  APOSTASY?  Charismatic  Movement.  Jakarta  Int.  Baptist  Church 

ample  is  the  The  word  "charismatic" 

!  Editor:  comes  from  the  Greek  word 

er,  "By  mercy  I  commend  Pastor  Keith  "charisma"  which  means  "gift-  PROUD  OF  MISSISSIPPI 
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ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


and  by  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  men  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  for  the  Charismatics  believe  them-  Editor: 

depart  from  evil."  (Pro.  16:6.)  courage  he  exhibited  in  his  let-  selves  to  be  more  "gifted"  than  I  continue  to  be  excited  but 

In  Jesus'  name,  we  ask  God  ter  to  the  editor  titled,  "Beware  the  average  Christian.  not  surprised  with  Mississippi 

to  love  all  others  through  us  as  Alliances,"  published  in  the  The  Bible  tells  us  what  to  Baptists  leading  the  way  in  the 

much  as  he  loves  us,  and  to  August  13  issue.  think  of  those  who  brag  about  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 

bless  all  homes  so  that  he  might  Powell  said  that  the  current  gifts  they  don't  have  (Prov.  Offering  for  International 
be  glorified  to  the  eternal  leadership  is  all  too  ready  to  25:14).  Missions, 

utmost.  "And  God  says,  'Ah,  form  alliances  with  other  It  also  tells  us  what  to  think  Though  this  is  totally  consis- 

finally  you  have  the  right  denominations  and  para-  of  people  who  profess  to  have  tent  with  who  Mississippi 

idea.'’'  (Unknown,  adapted).  church  organizations  whicn  are  the  apostolic  gifts  (signs  and  Baptists  have  always  been,  it  is 

_ _ _ _  wonders,  II  Cor.  12:12)  but  who  encouraging  to  see  the  pattern 

don't  have  them  (Rev.  2:2).  continue  in  a  time  when  there 

The  Bible  i.ilU  thr-H'  people  unprecedented  opportum 

liars.  ties  and  response  to  the  Gospel 

Moak's  Creek,  Summit:  Gamari  Road,  Greenville:  To  you  born-again  Christians  all  over  the  world. 

128th  anniversary;  Aug.  30;  11  Sept.  13;  10:30  a.m.;  John  who  are  caught  up  in  these  It  is  particularly  noteworthy 

a.m.;  covered  dish  in  fellow-  Hollowell,  former  member,  ungodly  movements,  the  Bible  to  see  the  churches  who  have 

ship  hall;  1:15  p.m.,  dedication  speaker;  lunch  at  noon  in  fel-  says  in  Rev.  18:4,  "...Come  out  long  carried  the  torch  continue 

of  new  fellowship  hall;  Billy  J.  lowship  hall;  followed  by  of  her,  my  people..."  sacrificial  giving  and  be  joined 

Howse,  pastor,  speaker;  singing  in  afternoon  featuring  Bennett  Blanton  by  churches  whose  vision  for 

Marshall  McLaughlin,  music.  New  Bom,  gospel  singing  Houston  tne  world  is  more  recent. 

group  from  Carthage.  Mississippi  Baptists  have 

First,  Polkville:  Aug.  30;  11  once  again  affirmed  their  confi- 

a.m.;  noon  meal;  singing  at  1:30  Wheeler  (Prentiss):  SEARCHING  FOR  PASTOR  dence  in  the  Lottie  Moon 

p.m.;  Duncan  Sisters,  guest  Centennial;  Sept.  27;  11  a.m.;  Offering  for  International 

singers;  dedication  of  multi-  covered  dish  at  noon;  speakers  Editor:  Missions  as  a  channel  for  their 

global  concern. 

As  a  Mississippian,  to  say 
that  I  am  proud  of  our  state  is  a 
gross  understatement. 

Thank  you  to  pastors  and 
church  mission  leaders,  and  to 
state  convention  and  association- 
al  leaders.  What  a  team  effort. 
Lewis  Myers,  Vice-President 
International  Mission  Board 
Richmond,  VA 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


Beginning  Again 

Life  After  Divorce  and  Death 

A  Recovery, 

Thursdays  7  p.m.-  9  p.m. 
September  10  -  October  29,  1998 

First  Baptist  Church  of  Jackson 
431  North  State  Street 
Jackson,  MS  39205 


Baptist-Memphis  sets  new  structure 


Stephen  C.  Reynolds,  president  system  support  functions,  such 
and  CEO  of  Baptist  Memorial  as  Information  Systems,  Legal, 
Health  Care  Corporation,  Managed  Care,  Finance, 
Memphis,  has  announced  a  new  Marketing,  Human  Resources, 
alignment  of  top  management.  Strategic  Planning,  and 
This  new  alignment  will  place  Resource  Management, 
the  leadership  of  the  corporation  Hogan,  a  native  of  Union 
under  Robert  S.  Gordon,  who  City,  Tenn.,  will  manage  the 
will  serve  as  chief  administrative  overall  operations  of  Baptist's 
officer  (CAO),  and  David  C.  internal  division,  or  markets 
Hogan,  who  will  serve  as  chief  that  are  responsible  for  the 
operating  officer  (COO).  delivery  of  health  care  across 

Gordon,  a  native  of  the  Mid-South  which  will 
Louisville,  Ky.,  will  manage  include  north  Mississippi. 


Topics 

Recovery... How  do  I  get  started? 

The  Road  to  Forgiveness...  What  do  I  do  with  Anger? 
Lonelines...  Friend  or  Foe? 

Children... How  can  we  help  them? 

Small  Group  Night 

Transitional  Relationships...  The  quick  fix? 
Single  Sexuality...  What  now? 

Wholeness.. .Is  it  possible 


Gordon 


Church  Buses 

•  We  buy  used  buses 

•  Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 

1-(800)-370-6180 

1-(615)-376-2287 

www.carpenterbus.com 

Since  1953 


Nursery/Childcare 
KidShare  for  Children  -  Grades  3-6 
Healing  the  Wounds  for  Teenagers  -  Grades  7  &  up 

For  more  information  call: 

Donna  Lewis,  Singles  Assistant  949-1906 


New  and  Used  Buses  in  stock 
Available  in  12  to  43  passengers 


Linda  Dale,  Workshop  Coordinator  373-9856 
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NAMB  rolling  out  new  'mission'  concept 


RIDGECREST,  N.C.  (BP)  —  Dropping  festivals  and  the  agency's  On  Mission  '98  videotapes,  and  curriculum  that  are  usable  in 
the  "s"  from  missions  education  signals  a  conference  Aug.  1-6  at  Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  a  variety  of  different  venues  —  the  emphasis 
big  change  in  how  the  North  American  Conference  Center.  will  be  on  developing  the  on-mission  prind- 

Mission  Board  (NAMB)  intends  to  generate  The  new  approach  is  based  on  four  "on  pies.  Missionaries  will  serve  as  examples  of 
interest  and  support  for  building  the  king-  mission"  principles  that  also  are  at  the  core  now  those  prindples  are  at  work, 
dom  of  God  at  home  and  arounathe  world,  of  the  new  NAMB  flagship  magazine,  "On  -  NAMB  was  assigned  the  role  of  missions 
Evangelism,  domestic,  and  international  Mission."  education  during  the  1997  reorganization 

missions,  and  volunteer  mobilization  are  The  principles  were  the  primary  empha-  of  Southern  Baptist  Convention  agencies, 
all  tied  into  the  awareness  concept  now  sis  of  the  On  Mission  '98  conference,  wnich  The  new  agency  inherited  the  missions 
being  called  "mission  education."  previously  was  known  as  North  American  education  programs  of  the  former 

The  goal  is  part  of  a  broader  emphasis  at  Mission  Board  Week.  An  on-mission  Brotherhood  Commission,  and  its  new 
NAMB  to  help  mobilize  a  growing  force  of  Christian,  according  to  the  concept,  is:  adult  program  is  being  called  Missions  in 

"on  mission"  Christians  eager  to  join  God  •  spiritually  awakened  to  the  need  for  Motion. 

in  his  mission  of  reconciling  the  world  to  joining  God  in  his  mission  of  reconciling  In  addition  to  the  formal  organizations, 
himself  —  in  whatever  way  they  are  the  world  to  himself  through  Jesus  Christ.  however,  NAMB  hopes  to  encourage 
uniquely  equipped  to  do  so.  •  continually  adjusting,  making  the  churches  to  develop  "On  Mission  Teams." 

Tim  Seanor,  NAMB  director  of  mission  changes  necessary  in  order  to  join  God  in  Although  similar  in  concept  to  a  previ¬ 
ed  ucation,  said  one  way  of  describing  the  his  mission.  ous  model  for  missions  development  coun- 

new  approach  is,  "You  can  discover  your  •  evangelistically  active,  becoming  per-  cils.  On  Mission  Teams  would  include  rep- 
mission  through  mission  education."  sonally  involved  in  seeing  people  come  to  resentatives  from  all  areas  of  the  church 

"Christians  can  participate  in  the  mis-  faith  in  Christ  on  a  regular  basis  —  that  contribute  to  building  "on  mission" 
sion  of  God.  That's  why  we  drop  the  's'  whether  across  the  street,  across  the  coun-  Christians. 

from  missions  education,"  Seanor  said,  try  or  in  another  country.  Additional  materials  on  developing  and 

"Missions  becomes  more  than  just  a  collec-  •  a  passionate  advocate,  encouraging  incorporating  on-mission  principles  in  the 
tion  of  projects  and  works.  The  mission  other  Christians  —  as  an  outgrowth  of  life  of  the  church  can  be  found  in  On 
God  gives  us  becomes  a  passion.  their  own  excitement  at  finding  their  per-  Mission  magazine,  available  free  through 

"Mission  education  is  to  understand  sonal  fit  for  joining  God  in  his  mission  —  to  the  North  American  Mission  Board  by  call- 
how  we  fit  in  the  mission  of  God,"  he  become  awakened  as  they  themselves  have  ing  toll-free  (800)  233-1123,  or  by  signing 
added.  "God  made  us  all  different,  so  that  been.  The  cycle  then  is  repeated  through  up  on  the  -  magazine's  Internet  site, 
when  we  become  reconciled  to  him,  we  the  lives  of  others,  and  the  number  of  on-  www.onmission.com. 
have  a  unique  place  in  his  mission."  mission  Christians  is  multiplied.  A  book  offering  suggestions  on  develop- 

NAMB  staff  introduced  the  concept  this  In  NAMB's  published  mission  education  ing  an  effective  On  Mission  Team  will  be 
summer  at  both  the  Jericho  '98  missions  materials  —  which  include  magazines,  available  through  NAMB  this  winter. 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 

with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

( I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  is  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 

children  Of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Uzbekistan's  new  religion  law  drawing  protest 


many  (BP)  went  into  effect  before  groups  fees,  finding  eight  churches  in 
protesting  such  as  the  Baptists  had  seen  it,  eight  different  areas  could  be 
eiigion  law  according  to  Pavel  A.  Peychev,  difficult,  EBPS  reported, 

he  nation's  president  of  the  Union  of  The  EBF  leaders  called  on 

e  European  Evangelical  Christians-Baptists 

EBF)  gener-  of  Middle  Asia,  EBPS  reported, 

hnz  Walter,  "Membership  in  Baptist 
/id  Coffey,  churches  is  only  possible  by  a 
freedom  of  personal  decision  and  confession 
>held .  of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  and  not  by 

■mer  Soviet  birth.  Therefore  the  number  of 

■  membership  in  Baptist  church¬ 
es  is  relatively  small,"the  EBF 
leaders  wrote. 

By  comparison,  the  former 
Soviet  law  allowed  registration  of 
churches  with  20  or  more  mem¬ 
bers,  Walter  and  Coffey  wrote. 


the  Uzbek  government  to  make 
the  legal  changes  needed  to 
ensure  religious  freedom  for  all 
religious  groups  in  Uzbekistan. 


Ron  Mumbower,  Ph  D. 
Minister  of  Counseling 
First  Church,  Jackson 


My  seventh-grader  is  so  nega-  needs  to  be  reminded  that  he  is 
live  about  school.  How  can  I  a  child  of  the  Father. 
change  his  attitude? 

With  all  the  talk  about  adul- 
Adolescence  can  be  a  stress-  tery,  what  should  a  parent  tell 
ful  time  as  a  child  begins  the  his/her  children? 
demanding  transition  to  adult¬ 
hood.  Seventh-graders  tend  to  Marriage  is  a  picture  of 
be  negative  because  so  many  Christ's  love  for  his  bride  —  the 
things  are  changing  so  rapidly  church  —  and  the  fact  that  he 
—  their  bodies,  emotions,  peer  gave  himself  for  his  bride.  He 
relationships,  schools,  and  aid  not  adulterate  himself  by 
even  their  outlook  on  your  par-  taking  any  other  gods.  People 
enting.  Don't  be  reactive,  and  make  mistakes  ana  adultery  is 
don’t  put  him  down.  Listen  not  the  unpardonable  sin,  but  it 
and  offer  alternatives  to  his  does  serve  to  seriously  weaken 
problems.  Remember  what  it  the  covenant  to  which  a  man 
was  like  when  you  were  in  the  and  a  woman  commit  when 
same  situation.  Begin  to  allow  they  are  married  before  God. 
him  to  make  his  own  deci-  Children  should  be  taught  sex- 
sions,  with  the  understanding  ual  abstinence,  and  parents 
that  when  he  falls  you  will  be  must  model  purity  in  their  mar- 
there  to  help  him  up.  Be  sup-  ital  relationship  through  holi- 
portive.  Don't  compare  or  con-  ness,  love,  ana  honor  for  their 
demn.  Offer  consistent  praise  partner.  The  culture  in  which 
in  areas  where  he  succeeds,  we  live  provides  an  excellent 
Most  important  of  all,  pray  for  opportunity  for  parents  to 
your  son  without  ceasing.  With  explain  the  value  of  committed, 
all  society's  messages  about  Christ-like  love  that  puts  the 
what  he  is  supposed  to  be,  he  needs  of  others  before  self. 


Concerning  the  registration 
fee,  smaller  groups  with  mem¬ 
bers  who  have  low-paving  jobs 
or  on  pensions  would  have  a 
hard  time  getting  together  such 
an  amount,  the  EBPS  report 
noted,  adding  historically  evan¬ 
gelicals  have  been  barred  from 
higher  education  and  higher¬ 
paying  jobs.  At  the  moment,  pen¬ 
sioners  receive  the  equivalent  of 
$25  a  month,  EBPS  reported. 


Local  churches  cannot 
/../  ;■  .  ■  import  (  h-  -turn  literature  o; 

other  materials,  or  e-tuhloh 

m  i  in . . .  Jiim*  schools  for  Christian  education, 

republic  would  have  trouble  under  the  provisions  of  the  new 
meeting  the  new  requirements  law,  EBPS  reported, 
for  registering  or  re-registering.  Only  religious  centers  such 
according  to  an  Aug.  7  report  as  unions  will  be  allowed  these 
by  European  Baptist  Press  functions,  but  the  unions  must 
Service  (tBPS).  also  register  or  re-register. 

The  requirements,  which  To  do  so,  the  Union  of 
Walter  and  Coffey  said  could  Evangelical  Christians-Baptists 
lead  to  discriminatory  treat-  in  Middle  Asia,  for  example, 
merit  of  some  religious  groups,  must  report  no  fewer  than  eight 
include  reporting  a  church  congregations  in  eight  different 
membership  of  no  less  than  100  parts  of  Uzbekistan. 

Uzbeks  and  paving  a  fee  equiv-  Because  of  the  small  sizes  of 
alent  to  $350,  EBPS  reported.  the  churches  and  their  financial 
The  law,  passed  in  May,  inability  to  pay  registration 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LifcAnsuvrs  do  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief-  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri¬ 
sis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 
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to  live  a  holy  lire.  The  delay  of 
Christ  was  not  caused  by  God's 
powerlessness,  rather,  God  was 


Family  Bible  Series 

Respect  one  another 

Prov.  4:1-5;  6:20;  10:1;  22:6;  31:26-28 


Life  and  Work 


Living  by  faith  or  by  sight? 

Jer.  31:33-34;  32:1-3,  6-7,  8b-9, 13-15,  21-22 


Kevin  Hand 


On  October  24, 1929,  the  col¬ 
lapse  of  the  U.S.  stock  market 
began.  A  few  days  later,  known 
as  Black  Tuesday,  the  damage 
was  extended.  Over  the  next 
few  years  our  nation  sank  into 
the  Great  Depression.  Banks 
and  businesses  failed,  prices 
dropped,  and  one-fourth  of  the 
labor  force  was  out  of  work. 
The  economic  catastrophe 
brought  massive  poverty  and 
hunger.  The  crash  of  the  stock 
market  meant  financial  ruin  for 
many  investors,  some  of  whom 
took  their  own  lives. 

One  can  only  imagine  the  hor¬ 
ror  of  losing  financial  security, 
being  rich  one  day  and  poor  the 
next.  We  all  seek  as  much  securi¬ 


ty  as  possible:  finan-  Hip  ■ 
rial  security,  job  secu-  ^ 

rity,  national  security, 
and  more.  However,  Hand 

none  of  these  tilings  is 
permanently  secure. 

Some  people  place  their  ulti¬ 
mate  trust  in  God  and  his 
promises.  They  take  God  at  his 
word,  and  walk  by  faith,  not  by 
sight.  They  base  their  faith  on 
the  faithfulness  of  God  in  keep¬ 
ing  his  past  promises.  God's 
faithfulness  should  strengthen 
believers'  sense  of  security  in 
turbulent  times. 

Jeremiah's  final  days  contin¬ 
ued  to  be  no  less  turbulent  than 
those  of  the  survivors  of 
Jerusalem's  fall.  How  did  he  keep 
the  faith?  How  was  he  able  to 
maintain  his  hope  in  the  ultimate 


I  fulfillment  of  promises  he 
would  never  live  to  see? 

Jeremiah's  hope,  like 
biblical  hope  in  general, 
was  based  on  Goers  long- 
range  purposes  for  his 
people,  not  on  seeing 
these  purposes  completed 
during  his  lifetime.  Thus 
Jeremiah  could  live  in 
hope  of  the  return  to 
Jerusalem  and  of  the  new 
covenant,  even  though  he  knew 
that  he  would  live  to  see  nei¬ 
ther  of  these. 

Visible  sources  of  security 
will  fail  (32:1-3).  Zedekiah  had 
imprisoned  Jeremiah  for  pre¬ 
dicting  that  the  besieging 
Babylonian  army  would  cap¬ 
ture  Jerusalem.  During  that 
time,  the  word  of  the  Lord 
came  to  Jeremiah. 

Even  as  the  visible  means  of 
Jerusalem's  security  failed,  so 
all  visible  sources  of  security 
will  someday  fail  those  who 
trust  in  them.  Therefore,  we 
must  invest  in  heavenly  trea- 


Explore  the  Bible 

Live  by  high  standards 

2  Peter  3:3-15a 


By  William  H.  Sims,  III _ 

On  April  14, 1912,  the  Titanic 
was  crossing  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
on  her  maiden  voyage,  on  a 
journey  to  America.  At  11:40 
p.m.  tne  Titanic  struck  an  ice¬ 
berg  that  created  a  300  foot 

fash.  A  ship  that  took  years  to 
uild  took  only  two  hours  and 
40  minutes  to  sink.  History  tells 
us  that  out  of  2,227  passengers, 
only  705  were  rescued.  By  2:20 
a.m.  April  15,  the  Titanic  was 
gone.  Tne  unsinkable  had  done 
the  unthinkable,  she  disap - 

Glared  13,120  feet  beneath  tne 
ack  waters.  Why?  The  bottom 
line  was  negligence. 

Jesus  is  coming,  and  every 
day  must  be  lived  according  to 


his  holy  Word.  We 
must  not  be  negligent 
in  our  worship,  wit¬ 
ness,  or  our  walk  with  Sims 
our  Lord.  Any  time, 
any  day,  Jesus  will  come!  i 

Trials  of  the  saints  (3:3-4). 
The  scoffers  mentioned  by  Peter 
were  already  present  among  his 
readers.  Peter  described  the 
false  teachers  as  "walking  after 
their  own  lusts."  The  heretics  < 
denied  the  return  of  Christ,  and  i 
they  lived  a  life  full  of  pleasure,  i 
We  notice  this  attitude  even  in  i 
our  days.  People  are  so  eager  to  ! 
gain  worldly  fame,  that  there  is  < 
no  time  or  room  for  Jesus,  i 
People  truly  think  eternity  is 
only  a  state  of  mind.  Erratic  the-  ( 
ology  and  conduct  is  a  growing  i 


trend.  People  deny  the 
truths  of  God's  word, 
and  live  as  though  eter¬ 
nity  is  a  myth. 
Regardless  of  this  belief, 
Jesus  shall  return  and 
judge  our  hearts.  God's 
people  must  turn  a  deaf 
ear  to  this  life  of  cynicism 
and  kneel  at  the  cross, 
i  Triumph  over  mockers 

(3:5-7).  Within  these  vers¬ 
es  Peter  shared  several  defenses 
in  the  return  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Peter  built  his  defense  by  declar¬ 
ing  God  to  be  the  Creator  of  the 
universe.  Only  God  could  put  a 
song  in  the  life  of  birds,  only 
God  could  make  the  stars  shine, 
only  God  could  make  the  sea¬ 
sons.  Peter  recognized  that  God 
is  sovereign.  Whatever  the 
scoffers  were  saying,  Peter 
acknowledged  that  no  one  will 
interrupt  the  plans  of  God. 

Trust  in  God's  promises 
(3:8-10).  Every  believer  needs  to 
memorize  this  portion  of  holy 


sure  which  is  secure  and  will 
never  lose  its  value  (Matt.  6:20). 

Faith  sees  beyond  the  appar¬ 
ent  (32:6-7, 8b-9, 13-15).  The  Lord 
told  Jeremiah  that  Hanamel,  his 
relative,  would  offer  to  sell  him  a 
field.  Acting  on  the  Lord's 
instructions,  Jeremiah  bought 
the  field.  He  acted  publicly  so  the 
people  would  know  what  he  had 
done.  Jeremiah  instructed 
Baruch  to  place  the  deed  in  a.  clay 
pot  for  safekeeping  because  the 
time  would  come  when  houses 
and  fields  would  again  be 
bought  in  the  land. 

When  situations  seem  hope¬ 
less,  faith  enables  God's  people 
to  look  beyond  the  apparent 
and  to  trust  God  to  fulfill  his 

gromises.  We  can  know  that 
-od  is  working  on  our  behalf, 
and  that  he  causes  all  things  to 
work  together  for  our  good 
(Rom.  8:28). 

God  has  kept  his  past 
promises  (32:21-22).  In  his 
prayer,  Jeremiah  praised  God 
for  fulfilling  past  promises  by 


scripture.  Mankind  is  warned, 
Jesus  will  return.  Thus,  the 
opportunity  for  repentance  is 
now!  Peter  reflected  on  Psalm 
90:4  to  emphasize  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  God's  ways.  Peter 
urged  his  readers  to  look  at 
"time"  from  the  perspective  of 
God.  No  one  knows  tne  time  of 
Christ  return,  therefore  daily 
preparation  is  admonished. 
Goa  is  far  above  our  little  limi¬ 
tations  of  time.  Peter  affirmed 
that  God  is  long-suffering 
toward  us  and  extends  all 
opportunity  to  accept  Christ  as 
Savior.  Goa  pleads  for  all  to 
come  to  salvation,  yet  hearts 
turn  cold  and  indifferent.  The 
word  "repent"  was  a  favorite 
word  of  Peter.  This  was  Peter's 
theme;  repent  and  turn  to  Jesus. 

Task  of  every  believer  (3:11- 
15a).  Knowing  that  Jesus  will 
return,  Peter  urged  his  readers 


delivering  the  Israelites  from 
Egypt  and  leading  them  into 
the  bromised  land. 

Because  of  God's  faithful¬ 
ness  in  keeping  past  promises, 
believers  can  trust  that  God 
will  fulfill  all  of  his  promises, 
even  when  they  cannot  see  that 
he  is  doing  anything.  Because 
God  is  unchanging  (Heb.l3:8), 
we  can  know  that  what  he  has 
done  in  the  past,  he  will  do 
now  and  in  the  future. 

God's  promises  are  not  limit¬ 
ed  to  the  present  (31:33-34). 
Through  Jeremiah,  God 
promised  a  ne\v  covenant.  It 
would  be  characterized  by  a  law 
written  in  the  heart,  by  all  the 
people  knowing  God  personally, 
ana  by  God  forgiving  their  sins. 

Jesus  Christ  is  the  fulfillment 
of  God's  promise  of  the  new 
covenant  (Luke  22:20;  Heb.  8:7- 
13).  By  receiving  the  new  life  in 
Christ,  we  have  hope,  security, 
and  life  without  end. 

Hand  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Magee. 


extending  mercy.  The  word 
"conversation"  in  verse  11  is  a 
reference  to  total  behavior. 
Peter  desired  every  area  of  life 
to  be  dedicated  to  Jesus. 
Believers  should  live  peaceful, 
expectant  lives,  because  Jesus  is 
coming  again!  With  this  expec¬ 
tation,  they  were  to  live  tota.. 
to  the  Lord.  This  lifestyle  is 
only  possible  by  the  "long-suf¬ 
fering"  of  the  Lord.  "Long-suf¬ 
fering"  refers  to  Christ  on  the 
cross.  When  sinners  receive 
Jesus  and  his  forgiveness, 
power  to  live  is  available 
through  the  blood.  We  must  be 
diligent  in  our  attitudes, 
actions,  and  daily  renew  our 
faith  in  Jesus  who  makes  all 
free.  May  our  prayer  be:  Lord, 
your  power  is  my  courage, 
your  promises  my  comfort, 
your. presence  my  confidence 
—  T  rest  my.  life,  my  soul  and 
my  future  in  your  hands. 

Sims  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Pontotoc. 


By  Nancie  E.  Simmons _ 

There  have  been  many  peo¬ 
ple  that  I  have  known  during 
my  life  for  which  I  have  great 
respect.  One  person  who  comes 
to  mind  is  my  first  piano 
teacher.  She  was  also  my  ele¬ 
mentary  music  teacher  and 
played  the  piano  at  my  church. 
My  love  for  music  came  from 
her  as  she  patiently  taught  me 
how  to  play  the  piano.  There 
are  also  otner  teachers  from 
years  past  who  inspired  me  to 
study  hard  and  to  learn.  I 
respect  them  for  their  knowl¬ 
edge  and  their  perseverance. 
Lastly,  I  respect  my  parents 
who  nave  instilled  in  me  godly 
morals  and  have  given  me  the 
idea  that  whatever  goal  I  set, 
with  hard  work,  I  can  achieve. 


I  have  not  yet  had 
the  great  honor  of 
being  a  parent  even  Simmons 
though  my  kids  at 
school  sometimes  want  to  "take  tea 
me  home"  to  be  their  mother,  to 
So,  I  can  only  write  mostly  ar< 
about  what  I  laiow,  which  is  fin 
being  a  child.  he 

Parents,  respect  your  chil-  Gc 
dren  (22>6;  31:26-28).  It  is  true  tui 
that  children  should  respect  chi 
their  parents,  but  on  the  other  wl 
hand,  parents  should  earn  that  de 
respect.  To  earn  this  respect 
one  must  "practice  what  you  en 
preach."  As  a  music  teacher  I  ye: 
really  get  my  exercise  because  fev 
I  am  doing  everything  that  I  sa; 
ask  my  kids  to  do  in  class.  I  mi 
think  the  same  should  be  true  chi 
with  parents.  If  a  parent  wants  otl 
a  child  to  do  wnat  is  right,  wi 


then  the  parent  must 
also  be  doing  what  is 
right.  There  should  be 
no  double  standards 
between  children  and 
parents. 

Even  though  parents 
sometimes  have  treated 
their  children  with 
Jns  respect  and  have  been 
consistent  with  their 
teachings,  children  still  choose 
to  do  the  opposite  of  what  they 
are  taught.  When  a  parent 
finds  himself  in  this  situation, 
he  must  turn  that  child  over  to 
God.  Hopefully,  as  the  scrip¬ 
ture  says,  "if  you  train  up  a 
child  in  the  way  he  should  go, 
when  he  is  old,  he  will  never 
depart  from  it." 

Children,  respect  your  par¬ 
ents  (4:1-5;  6:20;  10:1).  Each 
year  I  teach  I  find  fewer  and 
fewer  children  who  know  to 
say  "yes  ma'am"  and  "no 
ma'am."  Also,  at  times  I  find 
children  who  do  not  respect 
other  people's  property  and 
will  destroy  things  tnat  are  not 


theirs.  When  a  person  respects 
something,  he  places  value  or 
high  regard  on  it.  The  same  is 
true  witn  respect  for  other  peo¬ 
ple.  If  you  respect  someone, 
you  will  value  or  have  a  high 
regard  for  that  person. 

it  seems  that  parents  only 
have  a  short  period  of  time  to 
teach  a  child  all  the  life- 
lessons  that  they  need.  As  chil¬ 
dren  we  have  to  take  on  the 
responsibility  to  listen  to  our 
parents.  It  was  hard  for  me, 
until  I  was  grown  and  living 
on  my  own,  to  realize  that  my 
parents  were  really  smart.  I 
stayed  in  a  state  of  denial  from 
age  thirteen  until  about  age 
twenty-two.  It  is  funny,  once  I 
moved  away,  I  constantly 
called  home  to  ask  questions 
and  get  information  from  my 

Barents  who  had  this  over¬ 
owing  wealth  of  knowledge! 
That  is  when  I  ultimately 
gained  my  great  respect  for 
my  parents. 

Parents ^md  children  need  to 
be  shown  respect.  We  can  show 


our  respect  through  polite 
words,  consideration  for  their 
feelings,  listening  to  their  opin¬ 
ion  (even  when  you  think  you 
might  not  need  it),  including 
them  in  your  daily  activities, 
and  carrying  out  tneir  wishes 
(because  it  will  make  them 
happy).  These  actions  will 
make  them  feel  valued  and 
held  in  high  regard. 

God  also  wants  our  respect. 
We  are  his  children  because  he 
is  our  Heavenly  Father.  We  can 
show  God  respect  in  our  daily 
actions  and  through  worship 
on  Sundays.  We  snow  respect 
when  we  stop  all  movement 
and  bow  our  heads  in  prayer. 
Also,  when  we  immerse  our¬ 
selves  in  his  Word  and  "never 
swerve  from  it"  we  will  be 
showing  God  great  respect 
because  we  value  spending 
time  with  him  and  our  actions 
will  reflect  this. 

Simmons  teaches  music  at 
Harper  McCaughan  Elementary 
and  is  a  member  of  First  Church, 
Gulfport. 
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Z  VXQR  JDC  CD  VXGC 
CER  IZOECRDMN  WMC 
NZJJRIN  CD  IRLRJCXJVR. 
GMFR  KZSR:  CEZICH-CAD 
Clue:  Q  =  M 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  fames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Mark  Four  Twenty-Four. 


Do  the  math. 

Spell  out  the  answers. 

ACROSS: 

l  3  +  z 

Z.  50  ♦  50 

3.  10  -  q 
4-.  5  +  5 
5  3+3 

DOWN: 

5.  5  +  2 
(o.  <o-3 

7.  8  -4 

8.  4  +4 
%  4  +5 


Pastor:  include  parents  in  teen  ministries 


RIDGECREST,  N.C.  (BP)  — 
Rather  than  "a  teenage  prob¬ 
lem,"  America  has  "a  parent 
problem,"  a  Southern  Baptist 
pastor  told  youth  workers 
attending  a  session  on  involv¬ 
ing  parents  in  youth  ministry. 

"Traditionally,  we  have  left 
one  of  the  main  ingredients  out 
of  youth  ministry  —  parents. 
We  have  not  intentionally 
included  parents  in  youth  min¬ 
istry  planning/'  John 
Crittenden  Jr.,  pastor  of  Forest 
Church,  Louisville,  Ky.,  said 
during  the  Black  Church 
Leadership  Conference  Aug. 
17-21  at  Ridgecrest  (N.C) 
Conference  Center. 

Crittenden  emphasized  one 
of  the  greatest  opportunities  of 
a  church  youth  ministry  is  to 
equip  parents  to  do  their  jobs 
better. 

"Parents  have  been  commis¬ 
sioned  by  God  to  raise  their 
children.  It's  not  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  the  church,  the  schools, 
or  tne  juvenile  court  system  t<v 
raise  our  teenagers," 
Crittenden  said. 

"Our  teenagers  are  not 

{unior  adults.  They're  not  your 
juddies.  Parents  must  be  par¬ 
ents,"  he  pointed  out. 

He  urged  youth  workers  to 
maintain  ongoing  communica¬ 
tion  with  parents  to  keep  them 
informed  about  what  is  taking 
place  in  the  youth  ministry  and 
to  avoid  the  development  of 
perceptions  that  the  youth  min¬ 
istry  is  somehow  in  competi¬ 
tion  with  the  role  of  parents. 


"Parents  should  not  feel 
threatened  by  youth  leaders," 
Crittenden  said.  They  should 
know  what  activities  are 
planned  and  not  have  to 
’'worry  about  where  you're  tak¬ 
ing  their  kids." 

Communication  with  par¬ 
ents  should  come  directly  from 
youth  leaders  or  through  the 
church  newsletter  or  one  target¬ 
ed  to  youth  parents,  he  said. 

"Never  assume  teenagers 
are  taking  notes  home  to  their 

Earents.  Parents  appreciate 
eing  saturated  with  informa¬ 
tion.  The  more  information  you 
share,  the  happier  the  parents 
will  be,"  Crittenden  said. 

He  suggested  a  variety  of 
activities  to  involve  parents  of 
teenagers,  including: 

♦  support  groups. 

♦  parent-teen  dialogue. 

♦  open  house  for  parents  to 
tour  church  youth  facilities. 

♦  parenting  conferences  or 
workshops. 

"One  of  the  biggest  prob¬ 
lems  we  have  with  teenagers  is 
mixed  signals,"  Crittenden 
said.  "Mama  says,  'No,'  and 
daddy  says,  'Yes.'  We  need  to 
teach  our  parents  how  to  com¬ 
municate  with  each  other  and 
with  their  teenagers." 

♦  meetings  with  individual 
parents. 

♦  invitations  to  parents  to 
observe  youth  activities. 

♦  parent  appreciation  night. 
"Teens  spell  love  T-I-M-E," 
Crittenden  said.  "If  parents  don't 
spend  time  with  their  teenagers, 


they  are  setting  them  up  as  tar¬ 
gets  for  drugs  or  gangs. 

Youth  workers  also  need  to 
educate  parents  about  the 
kinds  of  music  that  attract 
teens,  he  said,  since  most  listen 
privately  via  headsets. 

"When  the  headsets  came 
out,  teenagers  gained  a  private 
world  for  listening  to  music. 
You'd  better  snatch  those  head¬ 
sets  off  and  listen  to  their 
music,"  Crittenden  said. 


He  suggested  parents  should 
write  out  their  Christian  testi¬ 
monies  and  share  them  with  their 
teens.  "Let  them  read  your  life. 
Don't  hide  your  past.  Be  real." 

Black  Church  Leadership 
Conference  was  sponsored  by 
the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion's  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources,  International 
Mission  Board,  North 
American  Mission  Board  and 
Annuity  Board. 


Single-day  tickets  now  available  for  CrossSeekers 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Single-day  tickets  for  the  Sept. 
4-5  CrossSeekers  celebration  at 
the  New  Orleans  Convention 
Center  are  now  available  for 
purchase  from  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources. 

Several  widely-known 
Christian  artists  and  speakers, 


such  as  Steven  Curtis 
Chapman,  Jars  of  Clay,  and 
Anne  Graham  Lotz,  will  be  fea¬ 
tured  at  the  event,  which  is 
sponsored  by  LifeWay's 
National  Student  Ministry 
(NSM)  and  the  Fellowship  of 
Christian  Athletes  (FCA). 

CrossSeekers  is  a  nationwide 


discipleship  initiative  launched 
by  NSM  last  summer.  The  New 
Orleans  event  is  designed  to 
celebrate  response  to  the 
CrossSeekers  Covenant  which, 
to  date,  has  been  signed  by 
approximately  6,000  students 
across  the  country. 

While  registration  for  the 
New  Orleans  event  has  been 
open  for  several  months,  a  two- 
day  ticket  for  $79  was  the  only 
purchase  option  until  now. 

The  cost  for  the  single-day 
ticket  is  $35  and  includes  access 
to  the  "Covenant  Mall,"  a 
100,000-square  foot  exhibit  area 
highlighting  missions  and  min¬ 
istry  opportunities  and  Christian 
resources  for  college  students. 

Christian  artists  to  perform 
during  die  Sept.  4  celebration. 


which  begins  at  7:30  p.m.,  include 
Chapman,  Anointed,  and 
MercyMe.  The  speaker  is  Lotz. 

The  line-up  of  Christian 
artists  for  Sept.  5  includes  Jars  of 
Clay,  Third  Day,  MercyMe, 
Jennifer  Knapp  and  Rick 
Muchow.  Speakers  include 
Carey  Casey  and  Dave  Edwards. 
Tickets  for  this  day's  event  are 
$50  each  and  also  include  access 
to  the  exhibit  area. 

The  CrossSeekers  celebra¬ 
tion  is  open  to  college  students, 
high  school  juniors  and  seniors 
and  their  leaders. 

To  register,  call  toll-free  (888) 
CROSS98.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  event  and  the 
CrossSeekers  movement,  visit 
the  initiative's  Internet  site  at 
www.crossseekers.org. 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club: 

Hi!  My  name  is  Erin  Chambers.  I 
live  in  Thaxton,  MS.  I  am  almost  12 
years  old 


The  Baptist  Rfcord 


August  27, 1998 


